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School Representative’s Letter of Explanation

For Students with Cumulative GPA Below 3.0

	WCAS
	Your College Adviser
	Office of Undergraduate Studies and Advising, 1908 Sheridan Road

Call 847-491-8914 to make an appointment.

	McCormick
	Joe Holtgreive
	Tech L270

	Music
	Linda Garton
	Music 110/111

	Communication
	Your Communication Adviser
	Frances Searle Building, 2240 Campus Drive

	SESP
	Your Specific Adviser: Susan Olson, Meg Kreuser, Megan Redfearn, Ken Powers
	Annenberg 121

	Medill
	Keri Disch, Dorina Aguilar Rasmussen
	Fisk 101D, 101E


To be completed by Student:

Name:      




Major(s):      
Cum. GPA:      

	Program
	Location
	Term

	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     


Authorization

I hereby authorize       
 to complete this Letter of Explanation.


School Representative’s Name
Place a check mark next to one of the options below to indicate whether or not you agree to waive your right of access to this letter of explanation.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 I wish to waive my right of access to this Letter of Explanation and understand that the information provided will be used only for the purposes for which it was prepared.


To waive your right of access, you must sign and date this form in the space provided below.
Student Signature 
Date      

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 I do not wish to waive my right of access to this Letter of Explanation.
(No signature required.)

Please give this form to your school representative. S/he should either return the completed form to you in a signed, sealed envelope or send/fax it directly to the Study Abroad Office by the application deadline.

For the School Representative to Complete:

The University Study Abroad Committee (USAC) expects all study abroad applicants to have a cumulative GPA of 3.0 or above at the time of application. 


USAC considers applicants' GPAs important because students will not have access to the same resources available at Northwestern while abroad. In some cases, it may be in a student’s best interest to stay on campus and focus on improving grades. Additionally, most of Northwestern's affiliated study abroad providers require applicants to have a cumulative GPA of 3.0 or higher. Students with lower GPAs are required to submit an additional essay explaining why their GPA is below 3.0 and to provide a detailed plan for how they are working to raise it. This is used to help determine academic preparedness to study abroad.

Although it is the student’s responsibility to address the above points in his/her study abroad application, your feedback is essential in the evaluation process. The information you provide below will help us to better understand the student’s academic progress at Northwestern, as well as his/her potential for success on a study abroad program.

Please explain whether and how you believe study abroad will benefit this student academically and personally. You may wish to discuss the following:

· How long have you known the student, and how well do you know her/him?

· What is your opinion of the student’s intellectual motivation in general?

· Does the student have clear intellectual and personal reasons for wanting to study abroad?

· What other personal factors might influence this student’s success on the program (e.g. stability, independence, creative ability, responsiveness to feedback, etc.)?

     
Name:      
Date:      

Signature: 

Email:      
Phone:      

Please return this form to the student in a signed, sealed envelope or campus mail it/fax it directly to the Study Abroad Office by the application deadline (Fall/Full Year: last week of January; Winter-Spring: first week of June).
Northwestern Study Abroad Office

630 Dartmouth Place - Evanston Campus - Fax: 847-467-6410 - Phone: 847-467-6400


