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Overview- Enrolled Student Survey

* Biennially administered to all Evanston undergraduates

e Survey question ask students about topics that include:
 Participation in activities in and out of the classroom

* Perceptions about how their skills and abilities have changed since enrolling
at Northwestern

* Sources of advice about academic, career, and personal choices
* Feeling of health and well being

* Also administered by COFHE peer institutions
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Females and Asian-American students had the highest response rates

Overa I I Survey status
. Responded

Invited B Did not respond
8,653

By Sex

Sex Invited

Female 4 586

Male 4022

By Race/ethnicity

IPEDS Ethnicity Invited
American Indian/Alaskan Native 8
Asian 1,832
Black or African American 572
Hispanic 1,237
Mative Hawaiian/Oth Pac Island 5
Monresident Alien 915
Two or Maore Races 516
Unknown 261
White 3,193
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Response rates were progressively lower as student class year
advanced

Survey status
. Fesponded
. Did not respond

By Class Year
Class Year Invited

First-Year 2,041
Sophomare 2,173

Junior 2,089

Senior 2,344
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Overall satisfaction improved after a drop in 2021

Overall, how satisfied have you been with your undergraduate education so far?

Survey Year Count |

Response options

. Very satisfied

. Generally satisfied
. Ambivalent

. Generally dissatisfied
. Very dissatisfied

2013 4,218
2015 2,728
2017 2,935
2019 2,893
2021 2,261
2023 2,227
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There were large differences between the highest and lowest rated aspects of
the Northwestern experience

Evaluate Your School

How satisfied have you been with the following aspects of your experience at Northwestern during the current academic year?

Highest rated:

Question item

Library facilities
Opportunities for religious or spiritual engagement

Owerzll quality of instruction

Lowest rated:

Question item

Food services
Psychological counseling services

Administration’s responsiveness to student cancerns

Response options

B very satisfied
. Generally satisfied
. Generally dissatisfied

B very dissatisfied
Responses

2171
2,076

2,216

Responses

2,029

2,187
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Most students feel safe on campus

Response options
. Agree strongly
. Agree
. Meither agree nor disagree
. Disagres
Tell us how much you agree or disagree with each of these statements. Ml Disagree strongly

Question item Responses

| feel safe on this campus. 2,000

Tell us how much you agree or disagree with each of these statements.

Question item = Breakout Responses

Male 790

Tell us how much you agree or disagree with each of these statements.

Question item = Breakout Responses

| feel safe on this campus. Asian 485
Black or African American 106
Hispanic 259
MNonresident Alien 172
White 780
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Most student feel like part of the NU community, but results were
more mixed across race/ethnic groups

Response options

. Agree strongly

. Agres
. Meither agree nor disagree
Tell us how much you agree or disagree with each of these statements. M Disagree
. Disagres strongly
Question item Responses
| feel like part of the community at Northwestern. 1,995

Tell us how much you agree or disagree with each of these statements.

Question item = Breakout Responses

| feel like part of the community at Northwestern. Asian 483
Black or African American 106
Hispanic 258
Monresident Alien 172
White 778
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Although most students agreed they can freely express their views and

engage in respectful dialogue on difficult topics, the levels of
disagreement are high

Response options
. Agree stronaly
. Agres
. Meither agres nor disagree
. Disagres
Tell us how much you agree or disagree with each of these statements. Ml Diszgreestrongly

Question item Responses
topics without fear of being unfairly judged. ‘
9

Members of the Nerthwestern community engage in civil and

1,975
respectful dialogue with one another on difficult topics. ‘
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Overall, most students agreed they have school-life balance, but there
were differences by racial/ethnic groups

Response options

. Very satisfied
. Generally satisfied
. Ambivalent
How satisfied are you with your ability to balance academics and other aspects of your life? B Generally dissatisfied
. Very dissatisfied

Responses

1,979

How satisfied are you with your ability to balance academics and other aspects of your life?

Breakout Responses
Asian 459
Elack or African American 105
Hispanic 257
Monresident Alien 159
White 770
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School-life balance was fairly consistent across schools

How satisfied are you with your ability to balance academics and other aspects of your life?

Response options

. Very satisfied

. Generally satisfied
. Ambivalent

. Generally dissatisfied
. Very dissatisfied

Breakout Responses | |
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Concerns about future plans and managing course workload were the
largest sources of stress for students

Response options

. Very stressful

. Maoderately stressful
. Slightly stressful

Bl Mot a source of stress

Below are potential sources of stress that you may experience as a student. Please indicate how each has affected you during the current
academic year.

Question item Responses

Balancing multiple commitments (academic, extracurricular,

1,960
personal)
Concerns about your finances 1,956
Concerns about your future plans 1,955
Managing the workload for your courses 1,962
Personal difficulties with family, intimate relationships, or 1 980

friends

12
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Northwestern students have progressively held more liberal political
views over the |last decade; though the trend reversed from 2021 to

2023

How would you describe your political views, or haven’t you thought much about this?

Moderate/Middle-of the-road
Conservative
. Very conservative

. Something else

. Hawven't thought that much about it

Survey Year Count

2013 3,582 40% 26%
2015 2,413 40% 26%
2017 2,657 47%

2019 2,545 45%

2021 2,082 41%

2023 1,956 43%
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Students reported high levels of engagement with faculty

Response options

. Agree stronaly . bgres . Meither agrees nor disagree . Disagres . Disagree strongly

To what extent do you agree or disagree with the following statements?

Question item Responses
Help with academic work is available to me 2,108

1 can talk with my academic advisor(s) when | need to 2,115

14
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Most students in every school said a faculty member had taken an
interest in their success

Response options

. fes
) . . No
Is there at least one faculty member at Northwestern who has taken a personal interest in your success?
Responses
2122

Is there at least one faculty member at Northwestern who has taken a personal interest in your success?
Breakout Responses

Bienen Music 58

Communication 219
Education & Sacial Policy 114
McCormick Engineering 474
Medill Journalism 188
Weinberg Arts & Sciences 1,068

15
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Most seniors knew multiple faculty members well enough to provide a
letter of recommendation

Response options

. Maone
. One
. Twao

Thres

. Four

. Five or more

How many faculty members know you well enough to provide a letter of recommendation in support of an application for a job, internship,
fellowship, or advanced degree work?

Breakout Responses

16
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The share of students identifying as a gender other than male or
female is growing

Response options

. Woman
. Man
. Genderqueer/gender nonconforming

Additional gender category

What is your gender? | identify as:
Survey Year Count
2013 3,575
2015 2419
2017 2,004
2019 2,552
2021 2,089
2023 1972
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The diversity of the sexual orientation of students continues to grow

What is your sexual orientation?

Response options

. Straight or Heterosexual
Gay/lesbian

. Bisexual

. Queer or pansexual

. Questioning or unsure

. Unsure

P something else (please specify)

Survey Year Count
2012 3,578
2015 2,420
2017 2,657
2019 2535
2021 2,072
2023 1,940
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Most students in each class year, except first-year, had a paying job

Response options

B ves
- No

Did you worlk for pay this year?

Responses

Did you work for pay this year?

Breakout Responses
First Year 547
Sophomore 553
Junior 475
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There are variations across race/ethnicity and school in the share of
students who had a paying job, but most students in every sub-group
reported having a paying job

Response options

Did you work for pay this year? M ves
Ma

Breakout Responses .

Asian 480

Black or African American 109

Hispanic 259

Monresident Alien

White 799

Did you work for pay this year?

Breakout Responses
EBienen Music 5G
Communication 204
Education & Social Policy 110
McCormick Engineering 463
Medill Journalism 182
Weinberg Arts & Sciences 1,044
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Student organizations and academic groups were the most popular
extracurricular activities

Response options

. Yes
. Mo

During the current academic year, have you participated (as more than a spectator) in any of the following extracurricular activities?

Question item Responses | |
Academic clubs, honor societies, or professional associations 1,994 —

N
=
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Internships and leadership roles were the most popular activities for
students

Response options

. Done

. Plan to do
. Do not plan to do
. Have not decided

Hawve an internship 2,014 [

Which of the following have you already done or do you plan to do during your time at Northwestern?

Question item Responses

Hold a leadership role on- or off-campus (e.g., student organization,

2,011
Conduct research with a faculty member 2,023 17%
Other ressarch experiences 2,014
Study abroad 2,003
paper/project ’
program !
growth ‘
Participate in a service or community-based learning course or Dooe
program ‘
Independent study 1,983
Work as a tutor or teaching assistant in an institution or > 008 -
department-based program ! _
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Follow up

* For questions, contact the Office of Institutional Research
ir@northwestern.edu

* To explore results by different breakouts:
* Go to https://www.adminplan.northwestern.edu/ir/surveys/

e Contact the Office of Institutional Research
ir@northwestern.edu

* To conduct further analyses using results from the Enrolled Student Survey:

e Contact the Office of Institutional Research
ir@northwestern.edu
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