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This Year’s Selection:

JUST MERCY

By Bryan Stevenson

é:St Mercy by Bryan Stevenson follows
evenson through the beginning of his
career as a lawyer devoted to seeking

Justice for those who have already been
treated unfairly by the judicial system
_Stevenson’s book has prompted a .
national reckoning with how racism and
povgrty have so often Marred American
socnlety and calls us forward to a world
that is more just in being more merciful
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ABOUT ONE BOOK

One Book One Northwestern is a
community-wide reading program hosted
by the Office of the President. Just Mercy

b)'/ Brygn Stevenson is Northwestern
University’s One Book all-campus read

for the 2020-21 academic year. All first
year and transfer students will receive
an eBook copy over the summer. The
author of the book, Bryan Stevenson will
engage with our community this coming
academic year.

The book will provide the foundation for dozens
of events throughout the upcoming year.

1865
The 13th amendment 1895 1955
14-year-old Emmett Till, who is
accused of whistling at a white

In Plessy v. Ferguson, the Supreme
Court rules that state laws requiring
racial segregation on a “separate but
equal” basis are constitutional.

woman, is kidnapped, beaten,

is passed and ratified,
and murdered

abolishing slavery in
the United States.

CONTACT ONE BOOK

Director: Nancy M. Cunniff
Faculty Chair: Jennifer Lackey
onebook@northwestern.edu
847-467-2294

northwestern.edu/onebook

@ Facebook.com/onebookNU
1Y) @onebookNU
onebookNU

1964
The Civil Rights Act is passed, outlawing discrimination 1994
The largest crime bill in the

on the basis of race, color, religion, sex, or national origin,
requiring equal access to public places and employment, and : :
enforcing desegregation of schools and the right to vote. h1.story of Fhe United States, The
Violent Crime Control and Law
Enforcement Act, becomes law,
fueling mass incarceration.

1971
President Richard Nixon

declares a “war on drugs.”

2012
The Supreme Court rules in Miller v.

2005 Alabama that mandatory sentences of
The Supreme Court rules in Roper v. Simmons that the death life-without-parole for children under
penalty is unconstitutional for children convicted of crimes 18 are unconstitutional.

committed under the age of 18.
2008 ey :
: : George Floyd is murdered by
The United States prison . : : :
[T a Minneapolis police officer,
p - sparking global protests
against police violence.

million people incarcerated.
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