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Title of Research Study: [insert title of research study here]Instructions and optional language are in the red font – delete this box and everything in red font and replace with applicable language pertinent to your study.   This is only for Social-Behavioral (non-FDA) screening activities. A consent form for the rest of the study must also be submitted.
Do NOT use this consent template IF:
· You will be enrolling children in your study as research participants – use the appropriate parental permission and child assent templates instead 

· Your study will involve an experimental drug or device or is FDA regulated

· Your screening procedures involve activities other than answering questions

· You are not intending to use the screening data as research and will be discarding it.


Principal Investigator: [insert name of principal investigator]
Student Investigator: [If applicable, insert name of student researcher if this is a project being carried out by a graduate or undergraduate student for purposes of a degree/certificate program]
Supported By: [List all sources of monetary and non-monetary support (e.g., use of rooms and equipment) for this research. If your study does not have funding from any source beyond Northwestern, state your school or department] This research is supported by _____________.
Collaborating Institutions: [if applicable – otherwise delete]
Key Information about this research study: 
The following is a short summary of this study to help you decide whether to be a part of this study.  This information will also be used to determine if you are eligible to participate in the study.  If you are eligible, a full study consent form will be provided to you. Information that is more detailed is explained later on in this form. 
· The purpose of completing this screening survey is _____. The overall purpose of this study is _____.
· You will be asked to complete this screener survey to determine your eligibility for our research study. 
· We expect that this screening survey will take you ________ [total amount of time, and number of study visits].
· The primary potential risk of participation is _______. 
· The main benefit of being in this study is _______.
· After completing the screening survey, the next step is (determine your eligibility, receive an email with a consent for the study, a follow-up phone call to schedule an interview, etc.). 
How many people will be in this study?
We expect about _____ people will be in this research study.   
What happens if I do not want to be in this research, or I change my mind later?
Participation in research is voluntary. You can decide to participate or not to participate.  If you do not want to be in this study or withdraw from the study  by not completing this screening survey at any point, your decision will not affect your relationship [including grades, class standing, and/or healthcare services] with Northwestern University/Northwestern Memorial Healthcare [mention here any other Northwestern affiliates if they are involved in your research study].

You can leave the research at any time and it will not be held against you.
How will the researchers protect my information?
Describe procedures that will be used to keep participant information secure and confidential.  For example, use of encryption, storing identifiable information separately from the rest of the research data, keeping only de-identified transcripts of interviews/focus groups, etc.  For information on good research data security practices, see NU IT’s Protect Your Research Page.
If your study has NIH funding or plans to apply for a Certificate of Confidentiality, you must include language about the protections and limitations of the Certificate of Confidentiality here – see the Supplemental Consent Language Document for the language to use about the Certificate of Confidentiality.
How might the information collected in this study be shared in the future?
We will keep your screening information  for study recordkeeping [and for potential use in future research projects].  If the study data contain information that directly identifies participants: Your name and other information that can directly identify you will be stored securely and separately from the rest of the research information we collect from you. 
Your de-identified screener data may be shared with the research community, with journals in which study results are published, and with databases and data repositories used for research. [If you will collect participant identifiers, include this sentence:] We will remove or code any personal information that could directly identify you before the study data are shared. 
Despite these measures, we cannot guarantee anonymity of your personal data.

Will I be paid or given anything for taking part in this study?
You will receive [type (e.g., cash, gift card, check) and total amount of compensation] for your participation in this screener survey.  
Who can I talk to?
If you have questions, concerns, or complaints, you can contact the Principal Investigator [Name and contact phone or email] and [another investigator such as a student if appropriate.].  [For international studies, include the U.S. country calling code for the study team’s contact phone numbers, and contact information for the local collaborator (if any).]
This research has been reviewed and approved by an Institutional Review Board (“IRB”) – an IRB is a committee that protects the rights of people who participate in research studies. You may contact the IRB by phone at (312) 503-1376 or by email at irbcompliance@northwestern.edu if:
· The research team is not answering your questions, concerns, or complaints.
· You cannot reach the research team.
· You want to talk to someone besides the research team.
· You have questions about your rights as a research participant.
· You want to get information or provide input about this research.
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