
 
Emergency Eyewash & Showers 

 
The availability of first aid in cases of emergency is important to reduce the impact and severity 
of injuries.  In OSHA 29 CFR 1910.151, subpart k, sec. c OSHA requires that “Where the eyes 
or body of any person may be exposed to injurious corrosive materials, suitable facilities 
for quick, drenching or flushing of the eyes and body shall be provided within the work 
area for immediate emergency use”.  OSHA compliance personnel, when assessing safety and 
health conditions related to showers and eyewashes, reference both 29 CFR 1910.151 c and 
ANSI Z358.1-1990 
Availability and operability of these devices is often an overlooked part of a safe work 
environment.  This edition of the VWR Safety Trainer will outline the requirements of this 
standard. The ANSI Z358.1-1998 standard says that emergency eyewashes & showers: 
 

-be located within 10 seconds travel time of the hazard 
-shall be located on the same level as the hazard and the path shall be free of 
obstructions. 
-be in good working order and meet ANSI performance specifications (see below) 
-be protected from freezing or freeze protected equipment shall be installed 
-shall deliver tepid water or flushing fluid 
-not be what is deemed “personal eyewash equipment” such as bottles or hand held 
drench hoses.  These products are to support but not replace approved eyewashes and 
showers. 
-shall be tested weekly to verify proper operation 
-shall be inspected annually to assure conformance with requirements. 
-shall be identified with highly visible signs & the area well lighted. 
-employees who may be exposed to hazardous materials shall be instructed in the 
location and proper use of the equipment. 
- Eyewash heads must be protected to prevent contaminants in the ambient air from 
settling on the eyewash heads.   

 
Consider using your Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) assessment or MSDS’s as a guide in 
determining where hazards to the eye and body exist in your workplace.   
 
Common areas where hazards are present may include; forklift battery charging areas, any 
process where chemicals (acids, bases or solvents) are handled, dumped or transferred, any 
operation where dusts or projectiles are present, any area where chemicals are under pressure, 
etc.     



RECOMMENDED VWR PRODUCTS



Complimentary Shower & Eyewash Survey 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  VWR Technical Resource Center:  888-VWR-LINE 

Technical Support for Safety, Chemicals, Life Sciences, Chromatography and Filtration 
 

Call1-800-932-5000 for a copy of the VWR Safety Catalog. 
 

Please contact your VWR Sales Representative  
Stacey Fellers or Elizabeth Gass at 3-1786  

or call our Safety Technical Hotline to discuss your applications  
or process and specific product recommendations. 

 
 
The product information contained herein is based upon technical data from VWR’s suppliers which VWR believes to be reliable, is offered for 
informational purposes only and only as a guide for product selection by a properly trained person having the necessary technical skills.  Customers are 
cautioned to consider this information only as a supplement to other information gathered by them and must make independent determinations of 
suitability and completeness of information from all sources to assure selection of the most appropriate products for your particular requirements. 

 
VWR INTERNATIONAL MAKES NO REPRESENTATION OR WARRANTY OF ANY KIND, EXPRESS OR IMPLIED, INCLUDING 
MERCHANTABILITY OR FITNESS FOR A PARTICULAR USE, WITH RESPECT TO THE INFORMATION HEREIN OR THE PRODUCT TO 
WHICH THE INFORMATION REFERS.  VWR INTERNATIONAL EXPRESSLY DISCLAIMS ANY LIABILITY OR RESPONSIBILITY FOR 
ACCURACY, COMPLETENESS, OR USEFULNESS OF ANY INFORMATION CONTAINED HEREIN. 


