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Study Abroad Program Evaluation

for Northwestern EXCHANGE Programs:

ETH-Zurich, Ecole Polytechnique, Hong Kong University of Science and Technology, Pontificia Universidad Católica de Chile, Sciences Po Exchange*, French Field Study Program, Université Louis Pasteur 

This evaluation should NOT be completed by students who participated in study abroad programs not listed in the title above. Other programs have separate program evaluations, downloadable at: http://www.northwestern.edu/studyabroad/students/returnees/evaluations.htm.

*Regarding Sciences Po: This evaluation is for the Sciences Po exchange program only, NOT Public Health in Europe or European Union Studies.

*All students: You are required to complete a program evaluation. The Study Abroad Office will forward your study abroad transcript to the Office of the Registrar only after it has received your evaluation. Please complete this evaluation a few weeks before the end of your program or immediately after returning to the U.S.. 
Please note: This is a formal document, used by various offices to improve future programming.  It is also available for prospective students to read.  Please be candid and thoughtful, but constructive in your comments, and refrain from using foul language and sarcasm. If you have a particular issue that is of concern, we encourage you to make an appointment to discuss it with an adviser in the Study Abroad Office. 

I. GENERAL INFORMATION
Name




            
Gender



Race/Ethnicity (optional)


Major[s]

                       

Minor[s]
           

NU School/College

Program (check one):

  ETH-Zurich 



  Ecole Polytechnique 


   HKUST



  PUC


   Sciences Po Exchange

  French Field Study  




 Université Louis Pasteur



Term Abroad (NU quarters/year): 











What was the most positive characteristic of your time abroad?

What was the most negative characteristic of your time abroad?

What kind of student would be best suited for this program?

Were you happy with the length of time you studied abroad? Please explain.

II. Academics/Courses












What courses did you take abroad?

	Course Title/Subject
	Course Title/Subject

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


Of these, are there any that you highly recommend students take or avoid? Please explain.

Did you take courses apart from your major field of study?  Outside the main host institution?  Describe and evaluate.
How much did your courses emphasize the following?


Scale: Not at all  1          2          3          4          5  Very much
course lectures
Rating: 



course discussions
Rating: 

 

individual or small group tutorials

Rating: 


field trips/field studies
Rating: 


independent research
Rating: 


other (describe)
Rating: 


How was your academic performance evaluated? (check all that apply)


written exams



field study reports


oral exams



independent projects


research papers



attendance/participation


class discussion



other (specify)






Did you have to make special arrangements for exams or assessments?  Describe in detail.

How did the exam or assessment system differ at the host institution from Northwestern?

How did the progress of the classes differ from the NU system?  How would you advise future students to approach classwork, readings, homework, etc.? How does the educational system differ from Northwestern overall, and how did you adapt and learn from the differences?

What kind of academic advising was offered?  How did you take advantage of this (or not)? 

Did you do research or an internship abroad?  If so, describe the experience/project, the amount of time dedicated to it, the positive aspects of the experience and the challenges, how you were evaluated, and whether you received credit.  Please also discuss the faculty guidance that you received, if any. If the research or internship was part of a course, also explain how this arrangement worked.


III. Social and Cultural Experience











What cultural and social adjustments did you have to make when you arrived in the host country? If relevant, please comment on your experiences with diversity issues in your host culture. 

How much contact did you have with local people?  Were you satisfied with this? How did you and others on your program meet local people? 

What kinds of extracurricular activities did you get involved in?

What did you do during your free time, at night, and on the weekends?

Please add additional comments about the host city (safety, nightlife, cultural events, attitudes toward foreigners, convenience for travelling, etc.):

IV. Housing/Food













Where did you live? Please rate your level of satisfaction with each setting that applies to you.

Circle and fill in rating

	Type of Housing
	Rating 

Scale=Dissatisfied  1          2          3          4          5  Very satisfied

	Host family
	

	Dorm/residential college
	

	Apartment
	

	Other (specify):


	


If you lived with a host family, were you the only non-family member in the house, or were there others? 

Please explain:

If you shared a room, were your roommates (check all that apply):

Other program students (Americans)


International students (not Americans, but not from the host country)


Students from the host country


Other (specify)





If you lived in a dorm, res college, or apartment, were the other people who lived there (check all that apply):


Other program students (Americans)


International students (not Americans, but not from the host country)


Students from the host country


Other (specify)




How did you get your meals?  Was this arrangement satisfactory?

If you lived off-campus/some distance from your classes: Please describe your neighborhood and commute:

Did you have a choice in your housing? ______  Yes    _______  No

Would you recommend this type of housing to future students?   ______  Yes    _______  No  

Please explain.

Please add additional comments about housing and food:


V. Expenses & Travel













How much should a future student anticipate spending on personal expenses for one semester on your program? 



$750 – 1000


$2000 – 2500





$1000 – 1500


$2500 – 3000





$1500 – 2000


$3000 & over

Does this amount include a significant amount of independent travel? Please explain:

Please add any additional comments/advice about expenses and saving money:

VII. Additional Comments











Has study abroad changed the direction of your life in any way, academically, professionally, and/or personally? If so, please explain. These changes can be small--e.g., it influenced you to continue studying a particular language back at Northwestern, to take more classes on a particular topic, etc.--or big--e.g., because of your experiences abroad, you decided to explore a certain career path, to look into going to graduate school abroad, etc.

Please add any additional comments that might be helpful to the Study Abroad Office or Office of International Program Development or prospective students who are considering this program.

Would you recommend this program to a friend? Why/why not?

IX. Permissions/Signature

The Northwestern Study Abroad Office has my permission to file this evaluation in their library for people to read.





Yes

No

The Northwestern Study Abroad Office has my permission to quote anything I have written here in their publications and presentations, using my name.





Yes

No

Signature (if submitted by email, please type your name)



Date

Please submit your evaluation by email as a Word attachment to:

Greg Buchanan: g-buchanan@northwestern.edu
Quick View Program Ratings





Low  1  2  3  4  5  High





Quality of this program overall 					


(inc. program/university courses, housing, student services, etc.) 		Rating: 	   


Level of intellectual stimulation			


(i.e., Were classes interesting? Did you learn a lot?) 			Rating: 	


Amount of interaction with local people			Rating: 	


Quality of housing						Rating: 	


Level of expense (lower # = less expensive)				Rating: 	


	


														








IF YOU STUDIED ABROAD IN A NON-ENGLISH SPEAKING COUNTRY, PLEASE ANSWER THE QUESTIONS IN THIS SECTION THAT APPLY TO YOU.





Did you take a language course (e.g., intermediate Italian)? If so, please tell us which one and comment specifically on the quality of the course. (Do not comment here on regular subject courses taught in a foreign language. There are questions about those below.)











Please rate:	


						Excellent	Good	        	Fair 	           	Poor


Your proficiency before the program								


Language training on the program									


Your proficiency after the program									








If you took some or all of your regular subject courses in a foreign language  (e.g., history, political science, etc.):





Which courses were in English and which in the host language?  How did this affect your studies? Were some courses taught in both languages (e.g., lectures were in English while course materials were not)?














Please describe this experience. How difficult was it? Did you feel adequately prepared? Did the program provide tutors to help you with your coursework?











How many years of college-level language did you have before studying abroad (if any)?











What is the minimum level of proficiency you would recommend students have before beginning the program (e.g., A02-3 German at NU)?















