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Northwestern Summer Study Abroad Program Evaluation

You must complete this evaluation if you participated in any of the following programs:

Arles, Barcelona, Bayreuth, Bonn, Munich, Padova (run by the Study Abroad Office) 

Croatia, Prague, Turkey (run by The Buffett Center)
All students are required to complete a program evaluation. Your study abroad office will forward your study abroad transcript to the Office of the Registrar only after 
it has received your evaluation.

Please note: This is a formal document, used by various offices to improve future programming.  It is also available for prospective students to read.  Please be candid and thoughtful, but constructive in your comments, and refrain from using foul language and sarcasm. 

If you have a particular issue that is of concern, we encourage you to make an appointment 

to discuss it with your Study Abroad Adviser.
Name: 

	     



Program/University Name & Location: 









	     



Term/Year Abroad:
NU School: 

	     

	     


Major(s):
Minor(s): 

	     

	     


Race/Ethnicity:
Gender: 

	     

	     


The Northwestern Study Abroad Office has my permission to file this evaluation in their Resource Library for people to read.
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No
The Northwestern Study Abroad Office has my permission to quote anything I have written here in their publications and presentations, using my name.
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No
PROGRAM SELECTION

1. What were your primary motivations for studying abroad?
      1=not important                5=very important


1
2
3
4
5

Becoming more fluent in a language I have already studied
 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Beginning to learn a new language
 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Living in another culture and interacting with local people
 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Making significant progress toward my major/minor requirements
 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Having the opportunity to take courses not offered at Northwestern
 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Other (please explain):
     
2. How did you find out about your program?

     
3. What factors led you to select this program over others?

     
4. What type of student would be best suited for this program?

     
NORTHWESTERN STUDY ABROAD SERVICES

Please rate the following:

                                                  Very helpful
      Helpful         Not helpful           Did not use

1. Informational materials                    FORMCHECKBOX 

     FORMCHECKBOX 
                FORMCHECKBOX 
                     FORMCHECKBOX 

(Summer brochure, Study Abroad Handbook, Pre-departure Handbook, etc.)

2. My study abroad office’s website       FORMCHECKBOX 

     FORMCHECKBOX 
                FORMCHECKBOX 

                        FORMCHECKBOX 

(e.g. Buffett Center, Study Abroad Office)

3. Resource Library                              FORMCHECKBOX 

     FORMCHECKBOX 
                FORMCHECKBOX 
                     FORMCHECKBOX 

(Including student evaluations, informational handouts, etc.)

4. Events                                             FORMCHECKBOX 

     FORMCHECKBOX 
                FORMCHECKBOX 
                     FORMCHECKBOX 

(Including info sessions, Study Abroad Fair, Open Houses, Pre-departure Orientation, etc.)

5. Front office staff                               FORMCHECKBOX 

     FORMCHECKBOX 
                FORMCHECKBOX 
                     FORMCHECKBOX 

(Scheduling appointments, answering phones, general inquiries, etc.)

6. Communication with your Study Abroad Office or Adviser
(Rita Koryan, Robin Leephaibul, or Alicia Stanley)

                                                      FORMCHECKBOX 

     FORMCHECKBOX 
                FORMCHECKBOX 
                     FORMCHECKBOX 

7. Do you have any recommendations for improvement? If yes, please explain.

     
ON-SITE SUPPORT SERVICES

1. Did you receive adequate support and advising from the on-site program staff (e.g. Resident Director, host university’s International Office, in-country program provider, etc.) Please explain.

     
2. Did your program/university provide an on-site orientation?
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No
If yes, what did it involve? Did the orientation provide sufficient information and/or resources to help you understand issues related to living and studying in your host country?

     
3. Did your program/university provide any program activities or excursions?
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No
If yes, please explain.

     
ACADEMICS

1. List the courses you took abroad and evaluate each. 

	Course Title
	Program Course or University Course? (specify university)
	Level of Difficulty

(5=very challenging, 

1=too easy)
	Level of Satisfaction

(5=very satisfied, 1=dissatisfied)

	     

	     
	     
	     

	     

	     
	     
	     

	     

	     
	     
	     

	     

	     
	     
	     

	     

	     
	     
	     


2. How much did your courses emphasize the following?


Very much
Somewhat
Not at All

Course lectures
 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Discussions
 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Individual or small group tutorials
 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Field trips/field studies
 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Independent research
 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Other: (please explain)
 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

     
3. How was your work evaluated? Check all that apply.

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Written exams
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Field study reports

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Oral exams
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Independent projects

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Research papers
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Attendance/participation

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Class discussion
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Other:

4. Did you have a wide variety of courses to choose from? Please explain.

     
5. Please comment on additional academic aspects of your program (such as the academic culture of    your host country, quality of instruction, expectations of students, quality of other students, comparison with NU courses, etc.).

     
LANGUAGE LEARNING (if applicable)

1. What was your highest language course prior to study abroad?

     
2. Was this adequate preparation to succeed on your program?
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No
3. Please rate the following:



         Excellent
Good
    Fair
       Poor
Your proficiency before the program:

               
   
Reading
 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 


Writing
 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 


Speaking
 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 


Listening Comprehension
 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Language instruction on the program
 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Your program’s commitment to language learning
 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Your proficiency after the program:


Reading
 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 


Writing
 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 


Speaking
 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 


Listening Comprehension
 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

4. I used the host country language outside of the classroom:

 FORMCHECKBOX 

On a daily basis

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Sometimes

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Almost never

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Other: 

     
5. If you took all or some of your regular subject courses (e.g. history, economics, etc.) in a foreign language, how did you find this? Were you adequately prepared? Did your program provide tutors?
     
HOUSING & MEALS

1. Where did you live? Please select one and rate.

        






Very satisfied

Satisfied
   Dissatisfied


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Host family
 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Dorm/Residential College
 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Apartment
 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other:
 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

2. If you shared a room, your roommates were (check all that apply):

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other program students (Americans)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 International students (not Americans and not from host country)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Students from the host country

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other: 

3. If you lived in a dorm, residential college, or apartment, the other students were (check all that apply):

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other program students (Americans)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 International students (not Americans and not from host country)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Students from the host country

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other: 

4. Describe your housing facilities or homestay family:

     
5. Describe your neighborhood and commute to class:

     
6. Were meals provided?  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes      FORMCHECKBOX 
 No
Please describe:

     
SOCIAL & CULTURAL EXPERIENCES

1. What cultural and social adjustments did you have to make when you arrived in your host country?

     
2. How much contact did you have with local people?

     
3. How might others best get to know the people and culture of your host country?

     
4. How did you spend your free time, nights and weekends?

     
5. Were there specific issues relating to religion, gender, sexual orientation, race and ethnicity, disability or other differences in cultural attitudes that others studying abroad in your host country should know before going?

     
6. How did you communicate with those at home while abroad?

     
HEALTH, SAFETY & TRAVEL

1. Were there any health concerns (extreme pollution, necessary immunizations needed before departure, etc.) related to your host country which students should know about?

     
2. What recommendations about health and safety can you give to outbound students?

     
3. What do you recommend about travel within your host city/country?

     
FINANCES

1. How much should a future student anticipate spending on personal expenses on your program?

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 $250-500
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 $1,000-1,250

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 $500-750
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Over $1,250

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 $750-1,000
2. Does this amount include a significant amount of travel? Please explain.
     
3. What was the best way to access funds while you were abroad?
     
4. What advice do you have for students to save money?
     
OVERALL ASSESSMENT

1. What was the most positive characteristic of your time abroad?

     
2. What was the hardest part of your time abroad?

     
3. Has study abroad changed the direction of your life in any way – academically, professionally and/or personally? Please describe.

     
4. Would you recommend this program to other students? Why or why not?

     
5. What resources did you find helpful in preparing to go abroad and while you were abroad?

     
6. What do you wish you had known before you left that no one told you?

     
7. Northwestern University currently has 17 summer programs and plans to develop additional programs in other locations. Which locations would interest you and also appeal to other NU students? Is there a theme or subject you think we should explore?

     
Submit your completed evaluation attached as a Word document via email
to the appropriate office:

	Arles, Barcelona, Bayreuth, Bonn, Munich, & Padova Programs
	Croatia, Czech Republic, & Turkey Programs

	Study Abroad Office

studyabroad

@northwestern.edu
	Buffett Center 

r-koryan@northwestern.edu































1
1

