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Message from the Vice President

Mr. Burgie Howard has been appointed the newly created position of 
Assistant Vice President for Student Engagement in Student Affairs.  Mr. 

Assistant to the Vice President for Student Affairs and currently as the 
Dean of Students. He has been quite involved with students from the 
very beginning, trying to increase student engagement on campus and 
creating a stronger Northwestern community. 
 

He will be responsible for the following areas: Center for Student 
Involvement, Multicultural Student Affairs, New Student and Family 
Program, Fraternity and Sorority Life, and Religious Life.

Congratulations to Mr. Howard on his new role as the Assistant Vice 
President for Student Engagement!

Burgie Howard: New Assistant Vice President for Student Engagement

IDENTIFYING OUR DIRECTION WITH YOUR VOICE

As I turned in many of your accomplishments for FY 2011-2012 to the president, I was impressed to 
see how hard you have worked toward creating greater community, enhancing our services and 
helping the division create a direction for our future. I want you to know how much I appreciate your 
contributions and focus on our student experience.   

As you may remember in our newsletter last quarter, I indicated we would be working with a consulting 

expertise is in higher education was selected to assist with achieving our direction many of you asked for 
in the fall survey.  

The Student Affairs strategic planning survey was recently sent to all staff on June 26 for the purpose of 
obtaining your insights and ideas. You feedback is essential. It will inform our strategic planning and that 

attend important planning sessions and use your feedback to cultivate and launch our action plan. You 
will certainly be informed as to the outcome of this process and how your contributions will play a pivotal 
role in the success of Student Affairs.

Stay tuned 
for more details 

about our 
September 7th 

Kickoff!

student affai rs  newsletter



Department Highlights

CAPS staff has been very busy providing QPR Suicide Prevention Training on both 
campuses.  Since the beginning of February 2012, we have trained almost 400 
community members.

Dr. Rob Durr
students and the Law School.

Tiffany Mehling, CAPS new Social Worker and Case Manager began her position at CAPS on June 25, 2012.  Tiffany 
is also an alum of NU.

Happenings in University Career Services

UCS Associate Director Brett Boettcher and UCS Senior Assistant Director Jeff Jenkins, together with 
Professor Babette Sanders, developed and lead a conference poster session that was accepted to the American 
Physical Therapy Association (APTA). In the session, they presented a collaborative program with faculty on preparing 

Colleges and Employers’ annual conference in August, 2012.
Meredith Baskies

Meredith graduated from Northwestern University in 2010 with a Bachelor of Arts in Communication Studies and was 
one of UCS’ Career Ambassadors as an undergraduate. We are thrilled to have her back on our UCS team.

Undergraduates, from maternity leave. She and her husband are now proud parents of Bennett Joshua, born on 

    A big THANK YOU to Susan Caplan, Northwestern University adjunct professor, who very capably served as Interim 

Summer Internship Grant Program (SIGP) provides $2,500 stipends to students 

Services (UCS). 

internships on the UCS Blog (northwesternucs.wordpress.com).

Elizabeth K. Brasher, Department Assistant for Health Promotion and Wellness, successfully completed the 
coursework for her Master of Science degree in Communication in December and walked during 
Commencement in June. Congratulations to Elizabeth! 

Susan Cushman and Lisa Currie from Health Promotion and Wellness presented a session entitled 
“Implementation and Assessment of an Alcohol Bystander Intervention Program” at the American College Health 
Association National Meeting, held in Chicago in May. The session detailed our experience with building the Red 
Watch Band Training program over the past two years and the results of our ongoing assessment efforts. 

Lisa also co-presented “A Learning Collaborative Approach to High Risk Drinking”, a session detailing the structure 
and results of the ongoing National College Health Improvement Program’s Learning Collaborative on High Risk 

colleges and universities from across the country. 

Eva Ball Oscar Stephen Johnson on 

like both his parents and that they’re totally in love with him! Eva will be on family leave 
until early August. Welcome to our newest addition!  FYI, if you need it, Eva’s title is 
Coordinator for Sexual Violence Response Services and Advocacy, in the Center for 
Awareness, Response and Education (CARE). 

Tidbits from Health Promotion and Wellness

Residential Services News
Paul Riel began his tenure with Northwestern on July 1, 2012 as the Executive Director of Residential 
Services.  Paul brings over 25 years of experience in housing and residential life, and will do an 

Welcome aboard Paul!
Theresa Delin, Associate 

Director of Housing, Business and Finance -
tions committee.  



Department Highlights
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Chael Wright-Isak, Editor
Contact Us – chael@northwestern.edu
We welcome your feedback, questions and, your 
submissions.

Patricia Telles-Irvin, Publisher

Residential Life Updates
Virginia Koch successfully defended her doctoral dissertation at Loyola University Chicago. Her 

dissertation, ‘An Exploration of Current Practices in Curricular Design of Resident Assistant Training Programs’, was 
awarded with distinction. Her dissertation committee included Northwestern’s former vice president of student affairs, 

Tiffany Gonzales, Area Coordinator, attended the National Housing Training Institute (NHTI) at the University of 

experience. 

Kate Gannon was elected to serve as the Secretary/Historian for the Chicago Area School and Campus 
Tiffany Gonzales

transitioning to the President role the following year.   Also, Kate Gannon’s book review of Aquamarine Blue 5 (on autism 

of College and University Housing 

Karen Kalal 
Residential Services got married to her partner, Travis Rosenthal, on May 19th on the beach in Panama City Beach, 

SAIT Happenings
Web Content User Group Sets Vision for Web Sites

The Web Content Users Group (WCUG) launched earlier this year has become a well-established platform for 
information exchange and continues to play an increasingly important role in shaping the vision for the Division’s 
Web Sites. Led by Nina Modi, Chris Walker, and Jill Brazel 
participation from department representatives responsible for managing web content.  Thank you to all those 

web site design and development appreciates your continued support.

SAIT Help Desk 

Special thanks to the Help Desk team for a job well done!

Assistant Dean of Students, Betsi Burns and her husband Darian welcomed the newest member of their 
Harrison Burns Landolt weighed in a sizable 9lbs, 2oz!  Harrison and mother 

are doing well. Please congratulate Betsi and Darian and the rest of their family on this wonderful new 

2012 MSA Senior Celebration – May 24, 2012

This photo showcases this year’s award receipts, MSA 
staff and President Schapiro. Each year MSA recognizes 
graduating seniors, faculty and staff who have made a 

service, partnership and support. Thank you for supporting 
MSA initiatives and programs.

Pictured from the far left:  Christian Yanez (Director of Hispanic/Latino Affairs), Louie Lainez (Director, Asian/Asian American Student Affairs), EJ Basa, 
Dr. Frances Aparicio (Director, Latina and Latino Studies Program), Amin Elsaeed (’12), Luis Frausto (’12), Tyris Jones (’12), Pamela Hung (’12), Burgie 

(Director, African American Student Affairs), and NU President Morty Schapiro.

Contributors:

Jill Brazel, Newsletter Design
Jim Roberts, Director of Information Technology
Chris Walker, Web Applications and Developer



DOSA Launches New Initiative to Build Community
 
This We Believe Northwestern is based on the popular National Public Radio program, “This I Believe,” 

philosophy.
 

essays in a supportive environment. It is one way we can build deeper connections within our division so that we 
might better serve our students.
 
This We Believe Northwestern grew out of a group of your colleagues working on implementing and assessing the 
Spirituality learning domain of the Division of Student Affairs. We are planning more student and staff groups for the 
fall.
 


