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RESEARCH AND TEACHING AREAS 
 
 Race and Ethnicity, Urban Sociology, Ethnographic Methods, Poverty and Policy 
 
EDUCATION 
 

1997 Ph. D. in Sociology 
University of Chicago, Chicago, IL 

1994 M. A. in Sociology 
University of Chicago, Chicago, IL 

1991 B. A. cum laude in Urban Studies-Sociology 
Columbia University, New York, NY 

 
EMPLOYMENT 
 
 2006 -   Chair, Department of Sociology  
 
 2006 -   Professor, Departments of Sociology and African American Studies, Northwestern 

University, Evanston, IL 
 
 2004 -  Faculty Associate, Institute for Policy Research and Cells to Society: The Center on 

Social Disparities and Health, Northwestern University, Evanston, IL.  
  
 2001 - 2006 Associate Professor, Departments of Sociology and African American Studies, 

Northwestern University, Evanston, IL  
 
 2004-2007 Arthur Andersen Research and Teaching Professor, Weinberg College of Arts and 

Sciences, Northwestern University, Evanston, IL 
 
 2001 - 2002 Chair, African American Studies Department 
 

1998 - 2001 Assistant Professor, Department of Sociology and Department of African American 
Studies, Northwestern University, Evanston, IL 

 
1998 - 2004 Faculty Fellow, Institute for Policy Research, Northwestern University, Evanston, IL 

 



 

 2 

1997 - 1998 Postdoctoral Fellow and Research Associate, Poverty Research and Training Center, 
University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, MI 

 
Fall 1996  Lecturer, Department of Sociology, University of Chicago, Chicago, IL 

 
 Fall 1995 Lecturer, Social Sciences Department, Illinois Institute of Technology, Chicago, IL 
 

1993-1996 Research Assistant, Comparative Neighborhood Study, University of Chicago 
 
AWARDS AND FELLOWSHIPS 
 

2007  City of Chicago Resolution Honoring Black on the Block 
2004  Columbia College Alumna Achievement Award 

 2003  Fulbright-Hays Seminars Abroad Program, Brazil 
 2001  Selected for Fellowship at the Center for Advanced Study in the Behavioral Sciences, 

Stanford University, year to be negotiated 
 2000  Best Book Award, Racial and Ethnic Minorities Section, American Sociological 

Association 
2000  Outstanding Academic Book Award, Choice: Current Reviews for Academic 

Libraries 
2000  Honorable Mention, Robert Park Award for Distinguished Book Publication,  

Community and Urban Sociology Section, American Sociological Association 
2000 - 2001 Faculty Affiliate, Alice Berline Kaplan Center for the Humanities, Northwestern 
2000  Visiting Minority Fellow, Institute for Research on Poverty, University of Wisconsin, 

Madison, WI 
1999  Distinguished Article Award, Society for the Scientific Study of Religion 
1997 - 1998 Ford Foundation Postdoctoral Fellowship in Poverty, the Underclass and Public 

Policy, University of Michigan 
1992-1997 Dean’s Searle Predoctoral Fellowship, University of Chicago 
1992-1996 Jacob K. Javits Predoctoral Fellowship, U.S. Department of Education 
1996  Robert Park Lectureship in the Social Sciences, University of Chicago 
1989-1994 Harry S. Truman Scholarship, U.S. Department of Treasury 

 
 
PUBLICATIONS 
 
Books and Edited Volumes 
 
2007  Black on the Block: The Politics of Race and Class in the City. Chicago: University 

of Chicago Press. 
$ “Favorite Books of 2007,” Chicago Tribune, December 15, 2007 

 
2004  Imprisoning America: The Social Effects of Mass Incarceration.  New York: Russell 

Sage Foundation (first editor with David Weiman and Bruce Western). 
 
1999  Black Picket Fences: Privilege and Peril among the Black Middle Class.  Chicago: 

University of Chicago Press. 
$Winner of the Oliver Cromwell Cox Best Book Award, Racial and Ethnic Minorities 
Section, American Sociological Review 
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$Conclusion reprinted in Public and Private Families edited by Andrew Cherlin.  
McGraw Hill, 2001. 
$Chapter 5 reprinted in Families at Work: Expanding the Bounds, edited by Naomi 
Gerstel, Dan Clawson, and Robert Zussman.  Vanderbilt University Press, 2002. 
$Chapter 1 reprinted in Wealth and Poverty in America: A Reader, edited by Dalton 
Conley.  Blackwell, 2002. 
$Excerpted in Race, Class, and Gender, 5th edition, edited by Margaret Anderson and 
Patricia Hill-Collins.  Wadsworth, 2003.   
$Chapter 7 reprinted in Life in America: Identity and Everyday Experiences, edited 
by Lee Baker.  Blackwell, 2004. 

 
Articles and Book Chapters  
 
2008  “Investing in Poor and Black Neighborhoods ‘As Is’” Forthcoming in Public 

Housing Transformation: Confronting the Legacy of Segregation. Editors Susan J. 
Popkin and Lynette Rawlings. Washington DC: Urban Institute Press. 

 
2008  “Race, Class, and Neighborhoods.” Forthcoming in Social Class: How Does It 

Work? Edited by Annette Lareau and Dalton Conley. New York: Russell Sage 
Foundation. 

 
2006  Heflin, Colleen M. and Mary Pattillo. “Poverty in the Family: Race, Siblings and 

Socioeconomic Heterogeneity.” Social Science Research.35: 804-822. 
 
2006  “Groveland: A Stable African American Community,” with William Julius Wilson, 

Richard Taub and Reuben A.B. May. In There Goes the Neighborhood by William 
Julius Wilson and Richard Taub. New York: Knopf. 

 
2005  Pattillo, Mary. “Black Middle-Class Neighborhoods.” Annual Review of Sociology 

31: 305-29. 
  
2003  Pattillo, Mary. “Extending the Boundaries and Definition of the Ghetto.”  Ethnic and 

Racial Studies 26: 1046-57. 
 
2003  Pattillo, Mary. “Negotiating Blackness, For Richer or for Poorer.”  Ethnography 4: 

61-93. 
 
2003  Kalil, Ariel, Mary Pattillo, and Monique Payne.  “Intergenerational Assets and the 

Black/White Test Score Gap.”  Family Background and Educational Success: After 
the Bell, edited by Dalton Conley and Karen Albright.  New York: Routledge. 

 
2002  Heflin, Colleen M. and Mary Pattillo. “Kin Effects on Black-White Account and 

Home Ownership.”  Sociological Inquiry 72(2): 220-239. 
 
2000  Pattillo-McCoy, Mary.  “The Limits of Out-Migration for the Black Middle Class.”  

Journal of Urban Affairs 22(3): 225-242. 
 
2000  Pattillo-McCoy, Mary.  “Negotiating Adolescence in a Black Middle Class 

Neighborhood.”  Pp. 77-101 in Coping with Poverty: The Social Contexts of 
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Neighborhood, Work, and Family in the African-American Community.  Sheldon 
Danziger and Ann Chih Lin, eds.  Ann Arbor, MI: University of Michigan Press. 

 
2000  May, Reuben A.B. and Mary Pattillo-McCoy.  “Do You See What I See: Examining 

a Collaborative Ethnography.”  Qualitative Inquiry 6(1):65-87. 
 
1999  Pattillo-McCoy, Mary.  “Middle Class, Yet Black: A Review Essay.”  African 

American Research Perspectives 5(1):25-38. 
 
1999  Pattillo-McCoy, Mary.  “Consumer Culture among Cuban and Black American 

Youth.”  Souls: A Critical Journal of Black Politics, Culture and Society 1(2):58-63. 
 
1998  Pattillo-McCoy, Mary.  “Church Culture as a Strategy of Action in the Black 

Community.”  American Sociological Review 63(6):767-84.  
• Winner of the 1999 Distinguished Article Award from the Society for the 

Scientific Study of Religion. 
 
1998  Pattillo, Mary E.  “Sweet Mothers and Gangbangers: Managing Crime in a Black 

Middle Class Neighborhood.”  Social Forces 76(3):747-774. 
 
 
Book Reviews 
 
2006  Review of Desegregating the City by David P. Varady. Governance: An 

International Journal of Policy, Administration, and Institutions 19: 354-6. 
2004  Review of Streets of Glory by Omar McRoberts.  Contexts 3: 67. 
2003  Review of Black Power in the Suburbs by Valerie C. Johnson.  Contemporary 

Sociology 32: 483-4. 
2002  Review of Red Lines, Black Spaces: The Politics of Race and Space in a Black 

Middle-class Suburb by Bruce Haynes. Contemporary Sociology 31: 575-6. 
2001  Review of Sharing America’s Neighborhoods: The Prospects for Stable Racial 

Integration by Ingrid Gould Ellen.  American Journal of Sociology 106:1816-1818. 
2000  Review of No Shame in My Game: The Working Poor in the Inner City by 

Katherine Newman.  New Labor Forum 6:127-132. 
2000  Review Essay of Something Within: Religion in African-American Political 

Activism by Fredrick C. Harris.  American Journal of Sociology 106:1793-1795. 
1999  Review Essay of Black Corona: Race and the Politics of Place in an Urban 

Community by Steven Gregory, and Hamilton Park: A Planned Black Community in 
Dallas by William H. Wilson.  American Journal of Sociology 105:270-2. 

1998  Review of Turning Back: The Retreat from Social Justice in American Thought and 
Policy by Stephen Steinberg.  American Journal of Sociology 103:1463-5. 

1997  Review of The Art of Being Black: The Creation of Black British Youth Identities by 
Claire E. Alexander.  American Journal of Sociology 103:231-3. 

 
GRANTS 
 
“Information and Choice in Chicago Public Schools.” Mary Pattillo and Lori Delale-O’Connor. 

Northwestern University Research Grant. $5000. 6/1/07-6/1/08. 
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“Chicago Housing Authority Transformation and Community Inclusion Project.”  Dan Lewis and Mary 
Pattillo, Co-Principal Investigators.  Chicago Community Trust. $200,000 total costs.  7/01-12/03. 

 
“The Effects of Incarceration on Children and Families.”  Conference Coordinator, and Volume Co-editor 

(with Bruce Western and David Weiman).  Russell Sage Foundation. $41,000.  5/01 - 5/03. 
 
“Is There ‘Community’ in a Mixed-Income Community?”  Principal Investigator.  John D. and Catherine 

T. MacArthur Foundation.  $150,000 total costs.  7/99 - 6/03. 
 
“Community Reception of Public Housing.”  Mary Pattillo-McCoy and Dan Lewis, Co-Principal 

Investigators.  MacArthur Foundation.  $200,000 total costs.  7/00 - 12/03. 
 
“Intergenerational Capital and Academic Achievement in Black and White Youth.”  Ariel Kalil and Mary 

Pattillo-McCoy, Co-Principal Investigators.  Spencer Foundation.  $34,505 total costs.  7/00 - 6/01. 
 
“Intergenerational Resources and Educational Outcomes in Black and White Middle Class Families.”  

Mary Pattillo-McCoy and Ariel Kalil, Co-Principal Investigators.  University Research Grants 
Committee, Northwestern University.  $10,714 total costs.  1/00 - 12/00. 

 
 
INVITED AND CONFERENCE PRESENTATIONS 
 
Various Dates 
After book 
Publication  Presented from Black on the Block at the following universities: Princeton, Johns 

Hopkins, Vanderbilt, Emory, Northern Illinois, Lewis University, UIC, Roosevelt 
University, University of Chicago 

February 2008 Invited Panelist at Conference “Reconstructing Every Spaces.” American Studies 
Program, University of Maryland. 

January 2008 Keynote Speaker, Martin Luther King Day Program, National Poverty Center, 
University of Michigan 

October 2007 Invited Panel Presentation at Conference, “From Bourgeois to Boojie: Black Middle 
Class Performances.” University of Iowa. 

October 2007 “Black on the Block” Reading, Center for the Writing Arts, Northwestern University 
July 2007  Invited Roundtable Participant on HOPE VI, Urban Institute, Washington DC 
April 2007  “White Power/Black Brokers.” Presentation at the Annual Meeting of the Urban 

Affairs Association. Seattle, Washington. 
April 2007  Panel Member on “Urban Renewal in Chicago:  A Screening and Panel Discussion.” 

Art Institute of Chicago. 
March 2007  “The Public Square in the Inner City.” Invited Panel Member for Conference “Eight 

Square Blocks.” University of Chicago Law School. 
March 2007  “In Search of Our Parents’ Revolution.” Invited presentation at Olive Harvey College 

Black Studies Conference. 
February 2007 “White Power/Black Brokers,” University of Illinois Chicago, Sociology Seminar. 
November 2006 “Black Gentrification: Lessons on Race, Class and Politics,” Harvard University 

Inequality Seminar. 
October 2006 “The Black Bourgeoisie Meets The Truly Disadvantaged,” Dickerson Lecture, 

University of Chicago Law School. 
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August 2006 “The Black Bourgeoisie Meets the Truly Disadvantaged,” Paper presented at the 
Annual Meetings of the American Sociological Association, Montreal, Canada. 

August 2006 “DuBois’s Lessons for Urban Sociology,” Presentation at the Annual Meetings of the 
Association of Black Sociologists, Montreal, Canada. 

August 2006 Critic, Author Meets Critic Session on Promises I Can Keep: Why Poor Women Put 
Motherhood Before Marriage by Kathryn Edin and Maria Kefalas.  Annual Meetings 
of the American Sociological Association, Montreal, Canada. 

August 2006 “Understanding the Contexts of the Black Middle Class.” Invited lecture at the 
Center for Urban School Improvement, University of Chicago. 

July 2006  Invited Panelist, “Building Unity, Health, and Wealth,” 1st U.S. Congressional 
District Level Forum 

June 2006  “The Politics of Public Housing,” Invited Keynote, Women’s Advisory Board, Hull 
House Foundation, Chicago, IL 

April 2006 “Black on the Block,” Friday Morning Seminars, Loyola University Center for Urban 
Research and Learning. Chicago, IL. 

April 2006 “Race, Class, and Place.” Invited presentation at Social Class: How Does It Work?, 
April 21-22, New York University. 

April 2006 “The Future of Black Cities.” Invited panelist for Annual Black Studies Conference, 
Olive Harvey College, Chicago, IL. 

April 2006 “What Makes a Good Community? Race, Class, and the Politics of Urban Planning.” 
Invited Keynote for Duffy Community Partnerships Colloquium, Beloit College,  
Beloit, WI. 

March 2006 Invited panel discussant for the play “Voyeurs de Venus,” Chicago Dramatists. 
Sponsored by the Illinois Humanities Council. Chicago, IL. 

March 2006 Conference co-organizer, “Gautreaux at 40,” Northwestern University Law School. 
March 2006 “The Politics of Promises in the Transformation of Public Housing,” Institute for 

Policy Research Policy Briefing, Chicago, IL. 
February 2006 “White Power/Black Brokers,” Invited Lecture to the Sociology Department, Texas 

A&M University, College Station, TX. 
February 2006 Invited panelist for “The Working Poor After the Storm,” Loyola University. New 

Orleans, LA. 
February 2006 Invited panelist for “Black Community United? Exploring Political Unity and the 

Class Divide.” Harvard University Institute of Politics. Cambridge, MA. 
January 2006 “White Power/Black Brokers.” Invited Lecture to the Sociology Department. 

University of Pennsylvania. Also presided over graduate seminar in ethnography and 
race/ethnicity. 

October 2005 Invited Discussant at the Conference on “The Legacy of Discrimination and 
Segregation,” Urban Institute, Washington D.C. 

October 2005 “Black on the Block: The Politics of Race and Class in the City.” Paper presented at 
the Annual Meeting of the Association for the Study of African American Life and 
History. Buffalo, NY. 

August 2005 “Policing Building, Stoops, Streets, and Bodies.” Paper presented at the Annual 
Meeting of the American Sociological Association. Philadelphia, PA. 

August 2005 Discussant, Author Meets Critic on Race in the Schools by Judith Blau.  Annual 
Meeting of the Association of Black Sociologists.  Philadelphia, PA. 

July 2005 Invited Panelist. Moore Undergraduate Research and Apprentice Program. UNC – 
Chapel Hill. 

June 2005 “Chicago’s Black Middle Class.” Presented at Comparative Perspectives on Urban 
Segregation: Chicago, Paris, and Rio de Janeiro. DePaul University, Chicago, IL. 
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April 2005 Invited Panelist. Conference on Race, Ethnicity and the City. Columbia University 
School of Urban Planning. 

April 2005 “White Power, Black Brokers.” Paper presented at the Sociology Colloquium, 
Northwestern University, Evanston, IL. 

April 2005 “White Power, Black Brokers.” Paper presented to the Sociology Department, 
Northern Illinois University, Dekalb, IL. 

April 2005 “Black Gentrification,” Public Lecture at the College of Wooster. Wooster, OH. 
March 2005 Panel Moderator, “Investing in Urban Communities,” Black Management 

Association, Kellogg School of Management, Northwestern University. 
December 2004 Panel Discussant on The American Dream: Three Women, Ten Kids and a Nation’s 

Drive to End Welfare by Jason DeParle.  IPR.  Northwestern University. 
December 2004,  “Black Gentrification.”  Invited speaker, Sociology colloquium, Yale University. 
December 2004  “The Dangerous ‘C’ Word (Culture) in the Study of African Americans.”  Invited 

speaker, Culture Workshop, Yale University. 
September 2004 “HOPE VI Evaluation.”  Invited Panelist, MacArthur Foundation, Chicago, IL. 
August 2004 “The Case Against Public Housing in Black Chicago.”  Paper accepted for 

presentation at the Annual Conference of the American Sociological Association.  
(Unable to present paper due to scheduling conflict).  San Francisco, CA. 

July 2004 “Inequality, Crime, and Justice.”  Invited Keynote Panelist, The Ohio State 
University. 

June 2004 Moderator, IPR Policy Briefing on “The Effects of Mass Incarceration in the U.S.”  
Northwestern University. 

May 2004 “The Transformation of Public Housing.”  Conference on Chicago Research and 
Public Policy.  Sponsored by Urban Universities Collaborative.  University of 
Chicago Gleacher Center, Chicago, IL. 

May 2004 “Getting Rid of Pushers to Make Way for Professionals.”  Invited lecture, 
Conference on Housing and Crime.  Harvard University.   

April 2004  Invited Closing Speaker.  “City Space: The Past of Urban Renewal and Future of 
Community Development.” Conference at the University of Chicago. 

March 2004  “Transforming? Chicago Public Housing.”  Invited lecture at the National Poverty 
Center.  University of Michigan. 

February 2004 “Relocation, Dislocation, and Revitalization in Black Chicago”.  Invited speaker for 
Undergraduate Lecture Series on Race, Poverty and Policy.  Northwestern 
University. 

January 2004 “Black Gentrification: Lessons on Race, Class and Politics.” Invited speaker for 
Sociology Department at Indiana University.  Bloomington, IN. 

November 2003 “The Case against Public Housing in Black Chicago” Invited lecturer at the National 
Center on Poverty Law.  Chicago, IL. 

November 2003 Invited to deliver the Yinger Family Memorial Lecture.  “Making and Remaking 
Ghettos in Chicago.”  Albion College, Albion, MI. 

October 2003 “The Case Against Public Housing in Black Chicago.”  Presentation at the Institute 
for Policy Research.  Northwestern University. 

October 2003 “Black Gentrification.”  Keynote address to the Illinois Sociological Association.  
Chicago, IL. 

May 2003  “The Case Against Public Housing in Black Chicago.”  Presentation at the Center for 
the Study of Race, Politics and Culture, University of Chicago. 

February 2003 “Understanding the Contexts of Black Middle Class Youth.”  Presentation at the 
Spencer Foundation, Chicago, IL. 
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November 2002 Invited Discussant, “Middle Classes in Global Perspective.”  Annual Meetings of the 
American Anthropological Association, New Orleans, LA. 

November 2002 “Black Gentrification.” Presentation at the Race and Ethnicity Study Group, 
Northwestern University. 

October 2002 “Black Gentrification: Lessons on Race and Class Stratification.”  Invited lecture at  
the Center on Population, Gender and Social Inequality, University of Maryland. 

September 2002 “The Politics of Revitalizing Black Chicago.”  Presentation at invitational conference 
EthnograFest.  University of California - Berkeley. 

August 2002 “When Blacks Displace Blacks,” Annual Meetings of the American Sociological 
Association, Chicago, IL. 

June 2002  Invited Participant at Chicago Assembly Conference on “Economic Opportunity and 
Community Development.” Sponsored by the Center for Urban Research and Policy 
Studies at the University of Chicago. 

May 2002  “Dislocation, Relocation, and Revitalization in Black Chicago.” Institute for Policy 
Research, Northwestern University. 

May 2002  Invited Lecture at Workshop on Urban Educational Reform, University of Chicago. 
April 2002  Invited Panelist for “Development without Displacement.” Sponsored by the Council 

on Foundations Annual Conference.  Chicago, IL. 
Jan 2002  Invited Discussant, Russell Sage Foundation Working Group on Legitimacy and 

Criminal Justice in Minority Communities.  American Bar Foundation. 
Nov 2001  Invited Panelist on Public Housing in Chicago.  MacArthur Foundation. 
Nov 2001  Invited Panelist on Changes in Public Housing.  Columbia University. 
Oct 2001  Invited Panelists at conference: “The Changing Terrain of Race and Ethnicity,” 

University of Illinois - Chicago. 
Oct 2001  TeleLecture to Professor Lee Baker’s course on Ethnography, Duke University 
August 2001 Panelist on “Suburbs and Exurbs: Impacts of the New Diversity.”  Annual Meetings 

of the American Sociological Association.  Anaheim, CA. 
June 2001  “Intergenerational Capital and Academic Achievement in Black and White Youth.”  

Paper presented at “After the Bell: Education Solutions outside the School.”  Jerome 
Levy Economics Institute of Bard College.  Annandale-on-Hudson, New York. 

May 2001  Invited Participant.  “The Achievement Gap in Science and Mathematics Education: 
An Invitation Workshop.”  The National Science Foundation.  Washington D.C. 

May 2001  Chair of Conference Organizing Committee.  “The Effects of Incarceration on 
Children and Families.”  Institute for Policy Research and Russell Sage Foundation.  
Chicago, IL. 

April 2001  Oliver C. Cox Book Award Lecture.  Vassar College. 
March 2001  “Intergenerational Capital and Academic Achievement in Black and White Youth” 

(with Ariel Kalil).  Paper presented at the annual meeting of the Population 
Association of America, Washington D.C. 

March 2001  “Crossing Class Boundaries: Race and Family Stratification.”  Stratification 
Workshop, University of Chicago. 

March 2001  “Class in Black America: Connections and Cleavages.”  Invited Lecture for 30th 
Anniversary Lecture Series.  Bolinga Black Cultural Researches Center, Wright State 
University, Dayton, OH. 

February 2001   “Urban Segregation and Race.”  Invited Lecture.  Vassar College. 
February 2001 “Intergenerational Capital and Educational Outcomes.”  Institute for Policy Research 

Seminar, Northwestern University. 
January 2001 “Ethnographic Lessons on Urban Structure, Crime and Racial Disadvantage.”  

Invited Lecture at The Ohio State University. 
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January 2001 “Persistent Racial Disadvantage and the Case for Affirmative Action.”  Public 
Lecture at the University of Michigan. 

January 2001 Panelist.  “Urban Housing Development in Chicago.”  Northwestern Law School. 
January 2001 “The Politics of Researching Urban Politics.”  Conference Presentation.  Conducting 

Urban Research.  Center for the Study of Race and Politics.  University of Chicago.  
November 2000 “Do Bad Racial Attitudes Matter for Discrimination?”  Social Sciences Domain 

Dinner.  Northwestern University. 
November 2000 “Black Gentrification in Segregated Chicago: Discourse and Development.”  Poster 

Session.  Association for Public Policy Analysis and Management.  Seattle, WA. 
October 2000 “Extended Kin Strategies among Fragile Black Middle Class Families,” Center for 

Working Families, University of California at Berkeley. 
September 2000 Invited Panel Discussant.  “The Generational Divide.”  National Conference of the 

National Industry Liaison Group.  Chicago, IL. 
August 2000 “Kin Effects on Black-White Account and Home Ownership,” with Colleen M. 

Heflin.  Annual Meetings of the American Sociological Association.  Washington 
D.C. 

August 2000 “Black Gentrification: Is it Any Different?”  Annual Meetings of the Society for the 
Study of Social Problems.  Washington D.C. 

August 2000 “Critical Approaches to Urban Social Problems.”  Invited Lecturer, Audrey Cohen 
College, New York, NY. 

June 2000  “The Community Politics of Revitalization in Chicago.”  Joint Center for Poverty 
Research’s Information Session to Policymakers.  Chicago, IL. 

June 2000  Invited Lecture.  Faculty Resource Network workshop sponsored by the National 
Consortium on Violence Research.  New York, NY. 

April 2000  “Socioeconomic Diversity in Black and White Families.”  Annual Meeting of the 
Midwest Sociological Society.  Chicago, IL. 

April 2000  “Black Picket Fences.”  Invited Lecture.  Graduate Program in Social Sciences.  
Syracuse University.  Syracuse, NY. 

April 2000  Invited Speaker.  New Afro-Americanists Series.  Center for the Study of Black 
Literature and Culture.  University of Pennsylvania.  Philadelphia, PA. 

March 2000  “Cross Class Connections in Black and White Families.”  Institute for Research on 
Poverty.  University of Wisconsin.  Madison, WI. 

March 2000  “Ethnographic Watching, Asking and Experiencing.”  Keynote Speaker.  2nd Annual 
Chicago Area Conference on Ethnography.  University of Chicago.  Chicago, IL. 

February 2000 “Looking for Frazier’s Black Bourgeoisie.”  Race and Ethnicity Study Group.  
University of Illinois - Chicago. 

February 2000 Invited Panelist.  “The Price of the Ticket: Professional Socialization Issues for 
Minority Academics.”  Preparing Future Faculty Seminar Series.  Northwestern 
University.  Evanston, IL. 

February 2000 Invited Panelist.  Workshop on Communities and Public Housing.  John D. and 
Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation.  Chicago, IL. 

February 2000 “Black Picket Fences.”  Invited Lecture.  Sociology Department and Center for 
Urban Ethnography.  University of California - Berkeley.  Berkeley, CA. 

December 1999 “The State of Black Middle Class America.”  Race and Ethnicity Seminar, 
Department of Sociology.  University of Wisconsin-Madison.  Madison, WI. 

December 1999 Invited Participant.  Workshop on Community Building.  Sponsored by the 
MacArthur Foundation. 

November 1999 “Black Middle Class Youth at the Crossroads.”  Stanford Conference on Race, 
Stanford, CA. 
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November 1999 “It’s the Neighborhood, Silly: Why Black Middle Class Youth Don’t Measure Up to 
Whites.” African American Studies Forum, Northwestern University, Evanston, IL.  

November 1999 “Black Community Politics and Mixed-Income Housing.”  Association for Public 
Policy Analysis and Management Annual Conference, Washington D.C.  

October 1999 “Myths of the Black Middle Class.”  University of Chicago Community Service 
Center, Chicago, IL. 

October 1999 Invited participant.  Symposium on Section 8 Mobility and Neighborhood Health.  
Sponsored by The Urban Institute with support from the U.S. Department of Housing 
and Urban Development and The MacArthur Foundation, Washington D.C. 

September 1999 “It’s the Neighborhood, Silly: Why Black Middle Class Youth Don’t Measure Up to 
Whites.”  MacArthur Foundation Network on Social Interactions and Economic 
Inequality, Chicago, IL. 

September 1999 Invited Participant.  Neighborhood Effects on Low-Income Families.  Research 
Institute of the Joint Center for Poverty Research.  Chicago, IL. 

August 1999 “I’m Building Me a Home: African American Churches in the Real Estate Business.”  
Association for the Sociology of Religion Conference, Chicago, IL. 

August 1999 “Poverty in the Family” (with Colleen Heflin).  Paper presented at the Annual 
Meetings of the American Sociological Association.  Chicago, IL. 

August 1999 Invited Discussant.  Panel Session at the Annual Conference of the Association of 
Black Sociologists.  Chicago, IL. 

June 1999  Invited Participant.  “Entrepreneurship and Small Business Seminar Series.”  
Consumer and Community Affairs Division of the Federal Reserve Bank of Chicago. 

April 1999  “The State of Black Middle Class America.”  Trinity College.  Hartford, CT. 
April 1999  “African American Churches in the Real Estate Business.”  Chicago Area Group for 

the Study of Religious Communities, Chicago, IL. 
April 1999  Invited Discussant.  “The Weakness of Intense Social Ties.”  Eyes on the Mosaic 

Conference.  University of Chicago.  Chicago, IL. 
March 1999  “The Geography of the Black Middle Class Community.”  Workshop on the 

Reproduction of Race and Racial Ideologies, University of Chicago, Chicago, IL. 
October 1998 “Poverty in the Family: Exploring the Kin Networks of the Black and White Middle 

Class,” with Colleen M. Heflin.  Association for Public Policy Analysis and 
Management Annual Conference, New York, NY. 

October 1998 Invited discussant.  Ford Foundation Conference on Investing in Children, Columbia 
University, New York, NY. 

August 1998 “Whither the Black Middle Class: A Case for a New Research Agenda.”   Annual 
Meeting of the American Sociological Association, San Francisco, CA. 

July 1998  Invited Lecturer, Training Program for Minorities in Public Policy, School of Public 
Policy, University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, MI. 

January 1998 “Black Middle Class Youth in a Ghetto Trance.”   Seminar on Poverty, the 
Underclass, and Public Policy, University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, MI. 

August 1997 “Adolescence in a Black Middle Class Neighborhood.”   Annual Meeting of the 
American Sociological Association, Toronto, Canada. 

August 1996 “African American Racial Attitudes in Interaction: Community Ambivalence Toward 
Whites,” with Reuben A. B. May. 3rd Prize, Paper competition for the Annual 
Meeting of the Association of Black Sociologists, New York, NY. 

August 1995 “Class Segregation and Social Buffers in an Urban Black Neighborhood.”   Annual 
Meeting of the American Sociological Association, Washington D.C. 
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PEER-REVIEW AND RELATED ACTIVITIES 
Associate Editor, City and Community 
Editorial Board, American Sociological Review (2000-2003) 
Editorial Board, Ethnography 
Editorial Board, Contexts (2004-2006) 
Editorial Board, Sociological Methodology 
Manuscript Referee, American Journal of Sociology, American Sociological Review, Sociological Forum, 

Journal of Urban Affairs, Social Forces, Social Science Quarterly, Sociological Perspectives, 
University of Minnesota Press, Duke University Press 

Book Review Editorial Board, American Journal of Sociology, 1995-1997 
Reviewer, Ford Foundation Postdoctoral Fellowship in Poverty, the Underclass and Public Policy, 

University of Michigan 
 
PROFESSIONAL AFFILIATIONS AND SERVICE 
Member, American Sociological Association (ASA) 
 Elected to Council, 2006 

Elected Officer, Community and Urban Sociology Section (2000-2003) 
Elected Member, Committee on Committees (2001-2) 
Robert Park Book Award Committee Member (2000, 2001 (Chair), 2002) 
Member, Section on Racial and Ethnic Minorities 

Member, Association of Black Sociologists 
 Executive Council (2002-2005) 
Elected Member, National Consortium on Violence Research 
Senior Research Affiliate, National Poverty Center, University of Michigan 
Faculty Affiliate, How the Poor Constitute Community” Rockefeller-funded Institutional Grant, 
Northwestern University 
Consultant, Moving to Opportunity Three-City Study, Urban Institute and Harvard University 
Consultant, Mixed-income Public Housing in Chicago.  PI: Mark Joseph, University of Chicago. 
Consultant, New Communities Project, Local Initiative Support Corporation, Chicago, IL. 
Consultant, Overcoming the Legacy of Racial Discrimination and Segregation: Challenges for the 

Transformation of Public Housing, Urban Institute 
Fellow, Center for the Study of Poverty & Inequality, Stanford University (2006-present) 
 
TEACHING 
 Black Chicago, African American Studies 365 
 Researching Black Communities, African American Studies 321 

Social Meaning of Race, African American Studies 320 
Problems of Cities, Sociology 207 

 Urban Poverty, Sociology 498 
 Race and Place, Sociology 476 
 Methods of Social Research, Sociology 403 
 
UNDERGRADUATE AND GRADUATE ADVISING 
 
Undergraduate Independent Studies, Research Assistants, and Advising 
Elizabeth Raap 
Ben Elkin 
Beverly Ahoni 
Terrenda White 
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Stephanie Kantor 
Ife Finch 
Tiffany Berry 
Jennifer Jones (Pomona College) 
Summer Research Opportunity Program Mentor (1999, 2000, 2004) 
Summer Academic Workshop Instructor (1999) 
Student Affairs Freshman Mentor (1999, 2000, 2004, 2005) 
 
Graduate Second Year Paper Committees 
Jamie Anderson 
Ellen Berrey 
Marcus Britton 
Bruce Clayton 
Darnell Coleman 
Steven Hoffman 
Erin Metz 
Carla Shedd 
 
Graduate Third-Year Paper Committees 
Tennille Allen 
Geoff Harkness 
Antonio Jimenez 
Tewana Ramseur 
 
Dissertation Committees 
Tennille Allen (chair) 
Algernon Austin 
Ellen Berrey 
Michele Boyd (Political Science) 
Derrick Brooms (Sociology – Loyola University Chicago) 
Japonica Brown-Saracino 
Bruce Clayton 
Shayne Lee 
Erin Metz 
Arin Nadimpali 
Monique Payne 
Matthew Reed 
Wenona Rymond-Richmond 
Carla Shedd 
Jeffrey Tribble (Garrett Theological Seminary) 
Nicol Turner 
Avril Weathers 
Tonya Williams (Kellogg) 
 
DEPARTMENTAL, COLLEGE, AND UNIVERSITY SERVICE 
$ Weinberg College Tenure Committee, 2003-6 
$ Weinberg College Committee on Appeals, 2003-6 
$ Director of Undergraduate Studies, African American Studies, 1998-2002, 2004-present 
$ Graduate Admissions Chair, 2005 



 

 13 

$    Graduate Placement Coordinator, Sociology, 2000-2001, 2003-4 
$ Member, Sociology Faculty Recruitment Committee, 1999-2000 
$ Member, IPR/Sociology Joint Faculty Recruitment Committee, 1999-2000 
$ Organizer, African American Studies Forum, Spring 2000 
$ Member, Gardner-Exum Scholarship Selection Committee, African American Student Affairs, 2000 
$ Invited Discussant of At the River I Stand, a film by Allison Graham, Weinberg College Martin 

Luther King Program.  January 2000. 
$ Member, Alison Davis Lecture Committee, African American Studies, November 1999 
$ Member, Northwestern - Spelman Exchange Program Committee. 
$ Member, Joint Center for Poverty Research Visiting Fellows Selection Committee, January 1999 
$ Member, Departmental Honors Selection Committee, Sociology, May 1999 
$ Member, William Exum Awards Committee, Sociology, May 1999 
$ Member, Undergraduate Affairs Committee, Sociology, 1998-1999     
 
COMMUNITY/PUBLIC PRESENTATIONS, SERVICE, AWARDS 
$ Board Vice-Chair, Urban Prep Charter Academy for Young Men – Englewood Campus 
• Board Member, African American Legacy Initiative, The Chicago Community Trust 
• “Black on the Block” Presentation, ACLU, Cleveland, Ohio, December 2007 
• “Black on the Block” Presentation, Chicago Architecture Foundation, October 2007 
• Keynote speaker, Facing History and Ourselves, Inc., Chicago, IL, July 2008 
• “Black on the Block” Presentation, Urban Life Center, Chicago, IL, July 2008 
• Black on the Block Panel, Printer’s Row Book Fair sponsored by Chicago Tribune, June 2008 
• Presentation on Black on the Block at Blackstone Library, Chicago Public Libraries, May 2008 
• Black on the Block book signing at 57th Street Books, Chicago, IL, May 2008 
• Panel on Gentrification and Public Housing, Chicago History Museum, February 2008 
• Feature article in Chicago Sun Times on “Poverty in the Family” with Colleen Heflin, Nov. 22, 2006 
• Advisor, “Places We Call Home,” Chicago Architecture Foundation 
• Interview with blackpolicy.org posted at http://ascentspeaks.wordpress.com/2006/12/01/audio-

moblog-8/ 
• Special guest on “News & Notes” with Ed Gordon, National Public Radio, July 26, 2006 
• Featured in “Women Who Dare.” 2005 Library of Congress Calendar. 
$ Tutor/Mentor, Blue Gargoyle Youth Program, 2002 – 
$ Board Member, North Kenwood - Oakland Conservation Community Council, 2001 –  
$    Task Force Member, Quad Communities Development Corporation 
$ Featured in “The Female Intelligentsia,” Elle Magazine, March 2003 
$ Guest Speaker, “Keeping Current,” Evanston Township High School, March 2003 
$ Featured in “Rising Scholars,” Black Issues in Higher Education, January 2003 
$ Senior Thesis Evaluator, North Lawndale College Prep High School, Spring 2003 
$ Interviewed for Thinking Aloud, British Broadcasting Corporation program on Chicago School 

Sociology, Spring 2002 
$ Appeared in No Place to Live, Chicago Public Television documentary on affordable housing, Spring 

2002 
$ Appeared on Nightline, ABC news focus on racial tensions in the Chicago Catholic Athletic 

Conference, Spring 2002 
$ Advisory Board, Documentary on Racial Segregation in Chicago, Producer: Bruce Ornstein 
$ Advisory Board, Documentary on Gentrification in Harlem, Producer: John L. Jackson, Jr. 
$ Advisory Board, Audrey Cohen College Urban Institute 
$ Invited Guest, Odyssey, Chicago Public Radio, September 2001 
$ Panelist.  College Success Workshop.  Trinity United Church of Christ. Chicago, IL, August 2001 
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$ Invited Panelist.  “Race and Place.”  Chicago Donor’s Forum.  Chicago, IL, March 2001 
$ Invited Guest for all-school assembly, Lindbloom High School, Chicago, IL.  March 2000. 
$ Invited Speaker for Faculty In-Service.  “Diversity and Minority Student Achievement at 

Predominately White Schools.”  North Shore Country Day School.  Winnetka, IL.  January 2000 
$ Invited Speaker for Pre-Kwanzaa Celebration sponsored by WVON Radio.  “Is the Race Card Played 

Out: Why Race Still Matters, Even for the Black Middle Class.”  Chicago, IL.  December 1999 
$ Panel Discussant on Educational Testing on “Odyssey,” WBEZ Chicago, National Public Radio.  

December 1999. 
$ Invited Guest on “The Milt Rosenberg Show,” Radio 720 AM.  October 1999. 
$ Invited Guest on “On Target” on WVON Radio 1490.  November 1999. 
$ Interviewed on Wisconsin Public Radio, November 1999. 
$ “It’s the Neighborhood, Silly.”  Op-Ed in Chicago Tribune, Sunday Edition, October 31, 1999. 
$ Featured as “Top 30 Under 30" in Chicago Sun Times, May 9, 1999. 
$ “Women of the 21st Century” Newsweek, January 2001 


