C@S The Center on Social Disparities and Health

cells to society AT THE INSTITUTE FOR POLICY RESEARCH, NORTHWESTERN UNIVERSITY

Biomarker Seed Grant Program

Cells to Society (C2S): The Center on Social Disparities and Health at the Institute for Policy
Research is pleased to announce the C2S Biomarker Seed Grant Program, supported by a

Developmental Infrastructure for Population Research award from the National Institutes for
Child Health and Human Development (NICHD).

The purpose of the program is to promote the use of biomarker and other innovative methods in
community- and population-based research projects. NIH review panels may question the
feasibility of implementing dried blood spot collection, saliva sampling, activity monitoring, or
other innovative methods in naturalistic settings. Our seed grant program will provide
investigators with funds to support the collection of pilot data that can then be used to increase
the likelihood of receiving RO1 funding from NIH.

Investigators may request up to $5,000 to support their pilot research. The next deadline is
October 15, 2007. Separate funds have been set aside for “rapid response” requests of $2,000 or
less. There is no deadline for rapid response proposal submission. Proposals will be evaluated
by the C2S director as well as two members of the C2S Executive Board.

Any C2S faculty member or C2S research faculty may apply.

Submit the following documents to apply for funding through the C2S Biomarker Seed Grant
Program:

e Pilot research proposal: A four-page proposal following a shortened NIH format.
Include specific aims, background and significance, pilot research design and methods,
and plans for how the pilot study will be used to support subsequent research. Shorter
two-page proposals may be submitted for “rapid response” requests, involving a shorter
review process.

e Biosketch, in NIH format

e Budget and justification (one page)

e Other current research support
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Proposals will be evaluated based on their scientific merit, feasibility, relevance to the C2S
Biomarker Core and C2S signature research themes, and the likelihood that seed grant support
will lead to success with subsequent NIH funding requests.

Email all documents to C2S administrator Patricia Lasley (p-lasley@northwestern.edu)

Questions: Email Thom McDade, Associate Director, C2S (t-mcdade@northwestern.edu)
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