
“Building Civil Society and Peace in Nigeria” was
the subject of a roundtable discussion hosted by
PAS on November 1. Nine grassroots religious 
leaders from Kaduna and Taraba States in northern
Nigeria, joined by scholars from Northwestern, 
related their experiences and reported on current 
efforts to mediate conflict and promote peace and
tolerance in strife-torn areas of Nigeria and other
parts of Africa.

Although Kaduna and Taraba States are located
in northern Nigeria, usually described as predomi-
nantly Muslim, both states have large Christian pop-
ulations. They are also highly diverse linguistically
and ethnically (Kaduna State has 57 linguistic
groups, and Taraba State has 73). Sporadic incidents
of violence have marked the history of both states,
but violence escalated in the 1990s. Last February 
a clash between Christians and Muslims in Kaduna 
resulted in an estimated 2,000 deaths and property
damage in the millions of naira; new outbreaks of
fighting there were reported as recently as Novem-
ber. In October a confrontation between rival ethnic
groups (the Jukun and the Tiv) in Taraba State left
hundreds dead and was followed by a brutal reprisal
by Nigerian soldiers.

The five Muslim leaders who spoke at the
roundtable discussion represented a broad spectrum
of interfaith and sociopolitical activities, mostly 
concentrated in Kaduna and Taraba States but also
extending beyond them. Saidu Yusuf Yakubu, a

Visiting religious leaders reflect on the 
peacemaker’s challenge in Nigeria 

medical doctor on the faculty at Ahmadu Bello 
University Teaching Hospital in Kaduna State, has
worked since 1996 as a “change agent” with various
conflict resolution groups. He has been involved 
in mediation efforts not only in Kaduna State but
also in the Niger Delta. Psychologist Halima Inuwa
Mura, a teacher at Kaduna Polytechnic, was drawn
into conflict resolution work during the religious
riots of 2000. She is an executive officer of the Sis-
ters’ Fellowship, the women’s wing of the Associ-
ation of Muslim Brotherhoods of Nigeria that has
developed a training program in conflict resolution
for young Muslim women. Saniusi Sirajo is a
teacher and member of the Kaduna State advisory
board of Muslim Ummah that represents the state’s
Muslim graduate students. Isa Ramat Ismaila is 
a youth activist working with many organizations 
devoted to youth issues, including unemployment,
HIV/AIDS awareness, and participatory democracy.
He is an executive officer of the Kaduna People’s
Association, the executive secretary of the National
Youth Council of Nigeria, and an initiator of the
Kaduna State Peace Caucus. Muhammad Badmasi
Aliyu teaches at the College of Education in Jalingo
(Taraba State), where he also works with the Nigerian
Youth Service Corps.

All four of the Nigerian Christian leaders at the
roundtable were representatives of the United
Methodist Church of Nigeria (UMCN), which has
kept strong links with the United Methodist Church
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During fall quarter 2002–03 at PAS, the Program on
International Cooperation in Africa will convene an
institute on “Historical Knowledge, Policy Making,
and Africa’s Reconstruction.” In addition to a 10-
week fall course, the institute will sponsor workshops
and/or conferences involving visiting policy makers
and historians from Africa, scholars based in Europe
and the Americas, and African studies faculty and
students at Northwestern. As institute participants
they will investigate the relationship between histor-
ical knowledge and the enterprise of policy making
in Africa today.

A common complaint swirling around the pro-
duction of knowledge about Africa notes that much
of it is irrelevant to the economic, social, security,
and cultural problems that Africans face daily. 
Yet, social scientists and humanities scholars have
also complained that policies designed to combat
these problems are too often devoid of historical
consciousness and sensibility. The fall 2002 PICA

in Iowa since 1989. Among them were church ad-
ministrator James Wesley Yakaka, who is secretary
to the general superintendent and the confidential
secretary to the bishop, and Pastor George Babayo
Bakari, who has recently been posted to Kano, an-
other northern city with a long history of interethnic
and interreligious violence. The Reverend John Auta
Pena (Taraba State) is director of youth programs
for the UMCN Annual Conference as well as the
West African Central Conference. Recently he

institute will address these complaints directly. 
By examining questions of governance in Africa
past and present, participants will seek to locate the
intellectual and pragmatic areas of overlap that aca-
demics and policy makers may constructively share.

Among other questions of central interest for
participants will be the following: What should hap-
pen when the practice and product of writing and
debating African histories are brought into dialogue
with the practice of crafting policies in Africa that
aim to reconstruct economies, societies, and cul-
tures? How do similarities and differences between
the two modes of work and discourse affect their
mutual influence? What does the discontinuous,
fragmented nature of political forces mean to each
mode? What gaps and incommensurabilities between
history writing and policy making flow from the
particular conditions under which historians and 
policy makers work? What criteria for research 
excellence might be generated to bridge these gaps

and inequalities? Which gaps are not bridgeable, and
how must historians and policy makers regard them?
Why?

The institute will focus on historical knowledge
and policy making for several reasons. First, the
presence or absence or use or abuse of history and
policy each in the practice of the other has under-
gone radical change since the late colonial period,
when both sorts of work had their formal births in
Africa. Secondly, historians and policy makers have
perhaps avoided each other more utterly than any
other pairing of state and academy on the continent.
Lastly, the question of the utility of historical knowl-
edge is firmly rooted in how critique of contempo-
rary conditions promotes their amelioration.

PICA invites Africa-based scholars and policy
makers to apply for fellowships tenable at North-
western for the period of the institute (from late

PICA announces fall 2002 institute, opens fellowship competition
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by David Schoenbrun

In this comment I offer a first collection of thoughts
generated in discussions with a variety of people in
a variety of settings since 1990. The most recent of
these discussions have focused on ways to increase
collaboration and intellectual exchange between
scholars in the humanities and social sciences here
at Northwestern. At PAS we are seeking to build
programs that promote Melville J. Herskovits’s orig-
inal vision of a Program of African and African
Diaspora Studies at Northwestern and continue 
important initiatives pursued by Jane I. Guyer while
director of PAS. Of the latter, some of the most 
inspiring include PAS’s recent participation in the
Ford Foundation’s “Crossing Borders: Revitalizing
Area Studies” initiative and Guyer’s efforts to high-
light the program’s roots in diaspora research during
its jubilee celebrations in 1998. The visions and
soundings offered here thus extend those of PAS,
refer to related initiatives elsewhere at Northwestern,
and engage recent literature on Africa’s diasporas.

In the last 70 years compelling tensions between
African and African diaspora studies have emerged.
On the one hand, Zora Neale Hurston (1935) and
other scholars such as Herskovits (1941) and
Lorenzo Dow Turner (1949) stirred audiences with
stories of African cultural survivals and retentions in
the Americas. On the other hand, their students
began almost immediately to think beyond this dis-
course by developing various theoretical positions
on what might be called cultural syncretism, perhaps
most clearly articulated in Sidney Mintz and Richard
Price’s The Birth of African-American Culture: An
Anthropological Perspective (1992). This newer
thread, first introduced by Melville and Frances
Herskovits themselves, asked about the why and
how of cultural life in the African diaspora, whereas
the earlier emphasis on retentions had focused 
research efforts on establishing the what and where
of the cultural realities of African diasporic commu-
nities (Guyer, Mack, and Mickenburg 1998).

The fertility of the work born of debating these
two threads is not in question; however, more recent
critiques point to some new directions. On the one
hand, scholars have urged us to put African history
in a complex motion, so that it does not cease to
matter to our understanding of diaspora communities
once they form (Thornton 1998; Gómez 1998). 
This intervention follows directly from the achieve-
ments of the retention-syncretism thread. On the
other hand, scholars like Tiffany Ruby Patterson and
Robin D. G. Kelley (2000) have argued for the 
importance of transnational diasporic communities
in which people negotiate their relationship to Africa
and African history through political process.
Another new direction, put forward by Pier Larson
(2000), argues that diasporic studies should include
the challenge of conceptualizing internal African 
diasporas that grew up under conditions extremely
similar to those that produced the creation of
Atlantic, Mediterranean, and Indian Ocean diaspo-
ras. Theorizing this “other side” of the oceanic 
diasporas — by emphasizing their impacts on and 
in African communities — would connect Africanist
research with the vital, emerging field of studying
transnational diasporic community and political 
activisms in recent work by Brent Hayes Edwards
(2000), Ji-Yeon Yuh (2001), and others. Such 
overlapping of research programs might lead to 
important new directions for all.

Patterson and Kelley have recently argued that
placing substantive political and historical relations
with the African continent at the heart of diaspora
studies begins in some important ways with 19th-
century black American intellectual history and con-
tinues today in the work of such historians as Isidore
Okpewho, et al. (1998), Edward Alpers (2000), 
and, at Northwestern, John Hunwick (1992). The
central location of “Africa” in these important stud-
ies leaves out diasporic communities that organize
themselves around categories such as race but that
do not accord Africa much importance. Other impor-
tant work that does not necessarily place substantive
political and historical relations between Africa 
and the Americas (and elsewhere) at its center has
engaged these exclusions. Scholars such as North-
western’s Michael Hanchard (1991, 1999) have
opened a new African diaspora studies agenda that
looks away from analyzing and describing what he
calls “the dynamics of expulsion” and turns toward
analyzing, describing, and criticizing the forces that
compel members of the African diaspora to struggle
for community, happiness, and metamorphosis, as
well as the shapes that such struggles and their out-
comes take. This sort of work lays the foundation
for important comparative studies of other diasporas
— the Jewish, Saharan, Indian Ocean, Sinti/Roma,
Lebanese, Slavic, Chinese, and Korean diasporas —
and the conditions for creation of community and
nation in them.

Joining these disparate threads of scholarship,
cultural production, and political activisms creates
multiple points of tension between Africa and
Africans, on the one hand, and transnational dias-
poric communities outside of, returned to, or moving
back and forth between Africa and elsewhere, on 
the other hand. Each of these different categories
possesses a particular concatenation and subordina-
tion of tensions. For example, some scholars have
emphasized tensions between ethnicity, spiritual
practice, and work in 19th-century Africa (Glassman
1995). Other scholars have explored tensions 
between “the black man’s burden,” carried by 19th-
century Africans in the Americas to Africans in
Africa, and the very African communities for which
such civilization was intended (Mitchell 1998). 
Still others have underscored tensions between
members of transnational diaspora communities who
see Africa as a mystical homeland and the Africans
and other diaspora persons who insist on connecting
histories of expulsion to their current experience of
exclusion from access to wealth and health
(Singleton 1999; Richards 1994). 

Larson (2000) insists on the significance of 
internal expulsions of African communities to the
conceptualization of African diasporas. He argues
that these histories not only connect with expulsions
of Africans from the continent, but that these 
communities today sometimes form part of a trans-
national, if not always transcontinental, communitas.
Such a claim provides the opportunity, among 
other things, to explore the ways that scholars and
activists reflexively connect substantive research in
the history of Africa with such research beyond
Africa’s continental borders.

Creating sustained and critical dialogue between
scholars working in these traditions will open new
ways to understand and incorporate the necessity of
the creative and oppressive burdens of history —
contained in the experience and legacy of expulsion
— to projects of activism and community building
tied to location and place in the transnational dias-
pora. Such dialogue might ask how writing, criti-
cizing, and transcending that history marks a key
metamorphosis in the power of African and African
diaspora scholars and activists to forge new direc-
tions in their work — directions that do not have 
as their principal focus an absorbed emphasis on the
dynamics and legacies of expulsion. This joining
may well form one of the key ways that the ambigu-
ous message encoded in the conjunction and 
between Africa and African diaspora — an and that
both separates and connects — may be brought out
and studied. By exploring the creative tensions 
between Africanist and African diasporic scholar-
ship, we hope to challenge scholars in those fields 
to reexamine some of their central orientations.
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specialist in pre-16th-century African history and in
nontraditional sources for writing history.

Forging a research agenda at the intersections
of Africanist and diasporic scholarship
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AWARDS John Hunwick (history and religions)
has won the African Studies Association Text Prize
for Timbuktu and the Songhay Empire: Al-Sa’di’s
Ta’rikh al-Sudan Down to 1613 and Other Contem-
porary Documents (E. J. Brill, 1999), an annotated
translation of one of the most important sources of
West African Sudanic history. Hunwick received the
award in November at the ASA’s annual meetings.
�  Karen Tranberg Hansen (anthropology) is
one of two recipients of the 2001 Anthony Leeds
Prize of the Society for Urban Anthropology. The
Leeds Prize committee recognized Hansen for her
book Salaula: The World of Secondhand Clothing
and Zambia (University of Chicago Press, 2000),
which was cited as a descriptively rich, methodolog-
ically innovative, and conceptually sophisticated
ethnographic analysis of urban phenomena. �
Kearsley A. Stewart (anthropology) has been 
named one of 13 U.S.–based scholars in the 2001–02
Fulbright New Century Scholars Program. With col-
leagues at the faculty of medicine at Makerere Uni-
versity in Kampala, Uganda, Stewart will conduct 
a collaborative research project next summer entitled
“Finding a Common Language: Bioethics and
HIV/AIDS Research in Uganda.” The project aims
to contribute to innovation in global health gover-
nance by producing an internationally compatible
language to reshape the ethical conduct of U.S.–
funded health research in resource-poor countries.
FACULTY ACTIVITIES Bill Murphy
(anthropology and PAS) gave a paper on “Military
Patrimonialism and Child Soldier Clientelism in the
Liberian and Sierra Leonean Civil Wars” at a confer-
ence on “Youth in Africa” at Amherst College in
November. In December he visited study abroad
sites in Mali and Senegal to evaluate programs with
which Northwestern is affiliated. � Last summer 
Karen Tranberg Hansen (anthropology) spent
two months in Lusaka setting up the first phase of 
a multiyear research project entitled “Youth and the
City: Skills, Knowledge, and Social Reproduction.”
The interdisciplinary collaborative project involves
research in Zambia, Brazil, and Nepal and is funded
by the Denmark-based Council for Development
Research. � In local media coverage of the events
of September 11, William Reno (political science)
often served as a resource person, appearing on the
PBS television program Chicago Tonight and on 
the NPR radio program Odyssey. He wrote an article 
for the “Perspective” section of the Chicago Tribune,
appeared in interviews on Fox Chicago television

news programs, and participated in teach-ins and
panel discussions organized at Northwestern. �
PUBLICATIONS Jane I. Guyer (anthropology)
and Karen Tranberg Hansen (anthropology) are
joint editors of “Markets in a New Era,” a special
issue of Africa (vol. 71, no. 2), published in 2001.
The collection includes an article, “Acquiring Land
in ‘Communal’ Areas,” by Pius Nyambara
(history, University of Zimbabwe), who received 
his PhD from Northwestern in 1999. These articles
were originally presented at a workshop at PAS
sponsored by the Program on International Coopera-
tion in Africa. � Elise Levin (anthropology) has
published a chapter on “The Meaning of Menstrual
Management in a High-Fertility Society: Guinea,
West Africa” in Regulating Menstruation: Beliefs,
Practices, Interpretations, edited by Etienne van de
Walle and Elisha Renne (University of Chicago
Press, 2001). �  Articles by William Reno (politi-
cal science) have recently appeared in the journals
National Strategy Forum Review (winter 2001),
Current History (May 2001), and Conflict, Security
and Development (vol. 1, no. 2). His writings are
also included in Intervention and Transnationalism
in Africa, edited by Thomas Callaghy and Robert
Latham (Cambridge University Press, 2001); African
Foreign Policies: Power and Process, edited by
Gilbert Khadiagala and Terrence Lyons (Lynne
Rienner, 2001); and Stockholm International Peace
Research Institute, SIPRI Yearbook 2001, Arma-
ments, Disarmament, and International Security
(Oxford University Press, 2001). � David
Schoenbrun (history and PAS) has organized and
edited a “Forum” that addresses issues raised in 
a major new article on “The Bantu Expansions” by
Christopher Ehret in the International Journal of
African Historical Studies (vol. 34, no.1). The
“Forum,” which appears in the same IJAHS issue,
includes an introduction by Schoenbrun, his
“Comment” on the article, and the contributions 
of 15 scholars from Africa, Europe, and North
America. GRADUATE STUDENTS Nana
Akua Anyidoho (human development and social
policy) has received a research training fellowship
from the Spencer Foundation. � In October
Matthew Cenzer (history) presented a paper,
“The Decline of Pate and Rise of Lamu: Perspec-
tives on Economic Change from Swahili Poetry 
and Historical Archaeology,” at the invitation of 
the Indian Ocean History Program at the University
of Bergen, Norway. � Mary Ebeling (journalism) 

extended her fall internship in Dakar by a week to
work in the new financial reporting service of the
Pan-African News Agency. VISITORS AND
RESEARCH AFFILIATES In November
Alice-Nicole Sindzingre (Centre Nationale de 
la Recherche Scientifique, Paris) gave a lecture at
PAS on “The Evolution of the Concept of Poverty 
in Multilateral Financial Institutions: The Case of
the World Bank.” She has published extensively 
on the impact of international monetary institutions
and aid in Africa. � In November Zambia’s perma-
nent representative and ambassador to the United
Nations, Mwelwa C. Musambachime, gave a
Monday Night Lecture at PAS entitled “The Impact
of the 1918–19 Influenza Pandemic in South West
Africa (Namibia).” He has served as ambassador
since September 2000 and currently chairs the U.N.’s
Africa Group. A distinguished historian with an im-
pressive list of publications, he has held numerous
administrative, teaching, and research positions 
in southern Africa, including at the Universities 
of Namibia, Zambia, Malawi, Natal, Cape Town, 
and Burundi. � While visiting Angola last August
PAS research affiliate Alexandre Addor Neto,
Brazilian consul-general in Chicago, met with gov-
ernment officials, politicians, businesspeople, and
intellectuals to discuss Angola’s current political and
economic situation as well as mechanisms that could
make Angolan literature and art better known in
other countries, chiefly Brazil. � At last September’s
Hausa Studies Conference at Tulane University as
well as on visits to Kent State University, Ohio 
State University, and the University of Chicago in
November, PAS research affiliate Heidi Nast 
(international studies, DePaul University) gave a 
series of papers on concubines and power in Kano,
Nigeria, 1500–2000. PAS STAFF NEWS
LaRay Denzer, PAS senior projects coordinator,
was recently elected treasurer of the newly formed
Nigerian Studies Association. �  Two new staff
members have joined PAS: Business administrator
Mary Tobin began her employment at North-
western almost eight years ago and most recently
was the business administrator for the Institute of
Health Services Research and Policy Studies. Sarah
Vaux, PAS program assistant, studied at Scripps
College in Claremont, California, and earned a 
degree in French with a special focus on French
African and French Caribbean history. 

B R I E F S

Joseph H. Greenberg (1915–2001)

Joseph H. Greenberg,
Ray Lyman Wilbur
Emeritus Professor of
Social Sciences at
Stanford University,
died on May 7, 2001.
One of the great 
linguists and linguis-
tic anthropologists of
the 20th century, he
was also an important 
figure in the evolu-

tion of African studies at Northwestern. 
Greenberg came to Northwestern in 1936 

for PhD studies in anthropology with Melville J.
Herskovits. He expanded his Africanist interests,
completing his dissertation fieldwork on Islam

among the Hausa in northern Nigeria and adopt-
ing the acculturation framework that Herskovits
popularized in anthropology. Greenberg’s disser-
tation was revised and published in 1946 as The
Influence of Islam on a Sudanese Religion. His
work helped establish African Islam as an impor-
tant academic focus at Northwestern.

After receiving his PhD from Northwestern 
in 1940, he accepted a postdoctoral fellowship at
Yale University. His teaching career began in
1946 at the University of Minnesota; a year later
he joined the faculty of Columbia University,
where he remained until he moved to Stanford in
1962. 

Greenberg’s intellectual passion was linguis-
tics, and he was best known for his analyses 
of the universals of language structures and his 
historical reconstruction of the world’s lan-
guages. His distinguished career did not escape

the notice of his peers: He was elected president
of the African Studies Association (1964–65)
and the Linguistic Society of America (1976),
and the American Anthropological Association
named him its first Distinguished Lecturer in
1970.

What David G. Mandelbaum said about
Edward Sapir in his introduction to Selected
Writings of Edward Sapir (University of Califor-
nia Press, 1949) accurately sums up Greenberg’s
life and work: He was “one of those rare men
among scientists and scholars who are spoken of
by their colleagues in terms of genius,” adding
that in Greenberg’s case, his genius was sweet-
ened by kindness.
— Bill Murphy

I N  M E M O R I A M



�4

N E W S  A N D  E V E N T S

SUMMER STUDY IN MALI

PAS announces a six-week summer study
abroad program in Mali, directed by Bill
Murphy (anthropology and PAS) and taught
by Northwestern faculty, that will provide 
undergraduates with firsthand experience in
African research and intellectual life on the
African continent. For further information,
call PAS at 847/491-7323.

September through early December 2002). PICA will
provide fellows with round-trip airfare from their
countries of residence to Chicago and pay a stipend
sufficient to cover living expenses in Evanston.
While resident at Northwestern, PICA fellows will
be expected to pursue their own research with special
reference to the above questions and to work in 
collaboration with David Schoenbrun (history and
PAS), who will lead the institute’s intellectual activ-
ities. Fellows will have full access to Northwestern’s
Melville J. Herskovits Library of African Studies. 

Applicants must submit
• A cover letter indicating interest and assuring

PICA that they are able to secure research leave
from their institution of study or employment 
for the period of the fellowship. 

• A research proposal of no more than 1,200 words
that addresses current research interests and their
relevance to the institute theme. The proposal 
may be written in either English or French, but the 
applicant must be sufficiently fluent in English 
to present a paper and participate in discussions 
in English.

PICA announces fall 2002 institute
Continued from page 1

PICA conference on
African youth 
The Program on International Cooperation in
Africa will hold a conference on May 10–11,
2002, that will focus on “youth-centric” ap-
proaches to Africa’s problems and possibilities 
in the new millennium.

Youth and youth organizations have figured
prominently in changes in many African coun-
tries, both for good and for ill. Their role has
widened in the last two decades, as post-1960s
social and political structures have undergone
rapid change. In some countries young people
constitute a vanguard of change — some as 
reformers, others as radicals who would entirely
remake existing arrangements. For example,
Nigeria’s new generation of young politicians
(i.e., under the age of 40) agitate to take power.
Urban self-help groups in South Africa call 
for a return to the liberation struggle, while other
youths go into business. In those countries
plagued by religious or ethic violence, Christian
and Islamic youth organize conflict resolution
groups. Even so, youth experiences and under-
standings of themselves and their societies often
escape the policy discourses targeted at them by
governments and development agencies. While
young people’s responses to new opportunities,
crises, and stimuli do not always take organiza-
tional forms, today’s African youth are not 
passive actors. Increasing numbers are taking
matters into their own hands as they seek to
change their societies.

For example, a study of economic crisis
might consider how young men redefine their 
positions in societies where marriage (and thus
adulthood) requires access to gainful employ-
ment. Scholars interested in social movements
might analyze how the nature of campus politics
in Nigeria, for example, has changed in recent
decades. Those who study redefinitions of citi-
zenship may find that state definitions of the 
status of youth and adulthood limit or expand 
access to power or resources. 

Other topics for conference papers may 
include the following:
• the role of youth activists in fighting corruption

and crime
• youth business groups and new economic 

challenges
• HIV/AIDS activists and their support of, or 

challenge to, public health programs
• religious groups and the redefinition of social 

and generational roles and institutions
• youth and associational life
• youth and popular culture
• youth and changing gender relations

Interested scholars are invited to 
submit paper abstracts along with their
curriculum vitae by March 1. 

Materials may be sent to PICA Conference
Coordinator, Program of African Studies, North-
western University, 620 Library Place, Evanston,
Illinois 60208-4110, U.S.A.

ISITA colloquium 
The Institute for the Study of Islamic Thought in
Africa will hold a colloquium on May 23–26,
2002, devoted to scholarship on Muslim interac-
tions with the state in Africa from the 1700s to
the present. 

Before colonial rule Muslim scholars
throughout Africa debated the propriety of serv-
ing indigenous rulers as judges, advisers, secre-
taries, or in other capacities. While it was not
uncommon for African Muslim intellectuals in
some parts of Africa to serve as state functionar-
ies, others sought to retain their autonomy. In
West Africa during the 18th and 19th centuries,
some went so far as to turn their doubts about the
legitimacy of the state into revolutionary political
activism, overthrowing existing states and estab-
lishing powerful new Islamic states.

The tradition of scholarly discourse and 
debate that evolved during Islamic state forma-
tion in the 1700s and 1800s remained strong
throughout the colonial period and still thrives in
contemporary Africa. Some influential African
Muslim intellectuals today regard the secular

state as an import from the Judeo-Christian tradi-
tion of the West and have argued for the creation
of Islamic states. Such ideas have been institu-
tionalized in the Sudan, for instance, while 
elsewhere on the continent, particularly where
Muslims are minorities, intellectuals continue 
to question if Muslims can successfully coexist
with Christians in non-Muslim states.

Crucial to understanding these questions is
an examination of state language policies — an
issue that has remained contentious in many parts
of Africa since colonial times, when Swahili 
and Hausa languages and literatures were “appro-
priated” by colonial authorities and Christian
missionaries who sought to “de-Islamize” the
languages, not in the least by replacing the origi-
nal Arabic with Roman script. 

Among possible topics for colloquium 
papers are the following:
• Muslim narratives on the colonial state
• prose, poetry, and other literary texts
• colonial and mission language policies
• transcription in the Arabic or Roman alphabets
• the spread of and resistance to Hausa/Swahili 

language and culture
• Islamic law and the state
• Sufism and the transformation of Muslim 

associations
• Islamic education, Western education, and 

modernity
• formation of Muslim elites
• Islamization of knowledge
• visual and artistic discourses

Interested scholars are invited to 
submit paper abstracts along with their
curriculum vitae by February 28. As funds
and space are limited, ISITA is able to accept
only a small number of submissions and provide
partial travel support for a few participants; 
others are urged to seek their own funding. 

Materials may be sent to ISITA Coordinator,
Program of African Studies, Northwestern
University, 620 Library Place, Evanston, Illinois
60208-4110, U.S.A.

Calls for papers

• A curriculum vitae that includes full contact
information (the applicant’s e-mail and postal 
addresses, telephone and fax numbers, etc.).

• At least two writing samples, published or unpub-
lished, that demonstrate the applicant’s experience
and ability to formulate topics and research them.

• Three signed and sealed letters of recommendation
from individuals familiar with the applicant’s
scholarly or professional work. These letters must
be included in the application package.

The deadline for receipt of applications 
is April 1, 2002. Successful applicants will be
notified in May 2002. 

Materials may be sent to PICA Fellowships
Coordinator, Program of African Studies, North-
western University, 620 Library Place, Evanston,
Illinois 60208-4110, U.S.A.

The 2002–03 PICA institute is made possible in
part by the generous support of the John D. and
Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation.



�5

ISITA hosts Islamic scholars
from Africa 
With its yearlong examination of Muslim commen-
taries on the state in Africa under way, the Institute
for the Study of Islamic Thought in Africa hosted
two senior fellows from Africa for four-week 
research residencies in the fall.

Abdel Wedoud Ould Cheikh has a doctorate in
sociology from the University of Paris–Sorbonne 
and is a professor of sociology at the University of
Nouakchott, Mauritania. He has also served as 
director of the Mauritanian Institute of Scientific
Research and as a visiting professor at the University
of Metz, France. He has written numerous books and
scholarly articles on the culture, politics, and society
of Saharan Africa, with particular emphasis on 
nomadism, trade, and religious networks. During 
his ISITA residency Ould Cheikh gave a lecture at
PAS on “Mauritanian Manuscripts and Mauritanian
Traditional Education.”

Ousmane Kane’s ISITA lecture was entitled
“Europhone, Non-Europhone, and Hybrid Intellec-
tuals: Rethinking the African Library.” He com-
pleted his doctorate in political science at the Institut
d’Etudes Politiques de Paris and now teaches in 
the political science department at the Université
Gaston Berger de Saint-Louis, Senegal. In addition
to numerous scholarly articles, Kane has published
Handlist of Islamic Manuscripts, Senegal (1997) 
and the forthcoming Islamic Revival in Post-
Colonial Northern Nigeria (2002). Currently he is
collaborating with John Hunwick (history and reli-
gions) on the fourth volume of Arabic Literature of
Africa, which focuses on the Western Sudan.

This spring ISITA will host a resident working
group of four to six fellows from Africa who will
examine other aspects of the 2001–02 theme. An 
international colloquium at the end of May will 
conclude the year’s activities. 

PAS well represented at 
national meetings 
At the November 15–18 African Studies Association
meetings in Houston, Texas, the following PAS 
faculty, graduate students, and affiliates presented
papers: Nana Akua Anyidoho, “Between Rhetoric
and Practice: The Salience of Culture in Ghana’s
Education Reform”; Virginia DeLancey, “The
Socioeconomic Impact of HIV/AIDS on Women 
in Cameroon”; David Afriyie Donkor, “Between the
Straight Lick and the Crooked Stick: Hurston, Black
Performance Politricks, and Ghanaian Concert
Party”; Jonathon Glassman, “Race and Crime on
Colonial Zanzibar, 1928–61”; Vanessa Gomez,
“Frontiers, Classification and Social Change, New
Products, Old Materials: Linking Production and
Consumption in Burkina Faso”; Stephen Hill,
“Competition in Contemporary African Music: A
Preliminary Typology”; Jeremy Prestholdt, “The
Value of ‘Worthless Trinkets’: Economies of Con-
sumption in Coastal East Africa”; Lorelle Semley,
“‘Queens,’ Mothers, ‘Wives’: Representations of
Gender in Ketu (Benin) and in Ketu Candomble

(Bahia)”; Rebecca Shereikis, “Negotiating Bride-
wealth in the French Colonial Courts in Kayes
(Mali)”; and Craig Tower, “Radio and the Location
of Identity in Mali.”

Participating in December’s meetings of the
American Anthropological Association in Washing-
ton, D.C., were Caroline Bledsoe, “Collective Mem-
ory, Generation, and Reproduction in Africa and 
the United States”; Karen Tranberg Hansen, “Dress,
Dance, and Nation”; Robert G. Launay, “In the
Shadow of the Global City: Transnational Networks
and the Promise of Modernity”; and Clinton Nichols,
“City and Locality in a Globalizing World.”

New Africanist courses in
winter curriculum
The freshman seminar African Architecture
(ART HIST 101), taught by Janet B. Hess, examines
sub-Saharan domestic spaces and ancient architec-
tural sites. It also explores the construction processes
and organizational principles of liminal, transhumant,
and diasporic spaces, addressing the expression of
cosmological concerns, the experience of colonialism
and nationalism, and the phenomena of dispersal 
and diaspora. 

Gender and Health (ANTHRO 390), an
upper-level anthropology course taught by Kearsley
Stewart, looks at how cultural constructions of gen-
der, sex, and sexuality shape public health policies
in the United States, Africa, Japan, South America,
and Europe. Students will use case studies of breast
cancer, sexual and reproductive health, mental
health, and access to health resources, among others.

In Nasrin Qader’s Introduction to
Francophone African Literature (FRENCH
210), second-year French students read literary
works of different genres while gaining glimpses
into French literature with roots outside France. The
course examines selected oral traditions and then
considers works from important literary movements,
particularly Negritude, that have shaped Franco-
phone African literature.

From Empire to Colony: How Asantes
and Zulus Negotiated Their States before,
during, and after British Colonization
(HISTORY 395) is a special-topics seminar offered
by Jeff Rice that examines how two African em-
pires, the Asante (Ghana) and Shaka’s Zulu (South
Africa), were structured prior to British takeover and
how they were assimilated into the sphere of British
colonialism, first as peripheral presences, later as
trading partners, and lastly as colonies. 

Africa in the 21st Century: Social, Eco-
nomic, and Political Policies for Development
(INTL ST 394), offered by Virginia DeLancey, 
analyzes recent events that highlight interconnec-
tions among countries within and outside Africa.
The course focuses on the main social, economic,
and political issues faced by African countries today,
recent attempts to develop effective policy for 
development and empowerment, and the impact of
international agencies and nongovernmental and
Pan-African organizations.

H E R S K O V I T S  L I B R A R Y

Former Voice of America broadcaster Lee Nichols
has given materials relating to his VOA program,
“Conversations with African Writers,” to the
Melville J. Herskovits Library of African Studies. In
his radio program, which was broadcast from 1975
until 1980, Nichols interviewed many notable
African writers. The materials given to the library
include audiotapes of the broadcasts and other 

literary events, photographs of many of the authors
interviewed, and files containing miscellaneous 
letters, papers, and interview transcripts. Nichols is
widely known for his two books of interviews with
African writers, Conversations with African Writers
(Voice of America, 1981) and African Writers at the
Microphone (Three Continents Press, 1984).

founded the “Let Love Rain” project that seeks to
unify Muslim and Christian communities in Nigeria
in peaceful coexistence and equality; so far he 
has trained 280 youths in mediation techniques.
Senior area judge Laye Dennis Yasso (Taraba State)
is a UMCN district lay leader and secretary for 
the committee on state and society, where his back-
ground in the courts makes him a particularly valu-
able resource person.

At the roundtable Northwestern political scien-
tist William Reno observed that conflict and vio-
lence are endemic in many parts of Africa, fueled by
poverty, youth unemployment, religious and ethnic
polarization, and widespread political corruption; 
the failure of state governments to create effective
policy and structures for development only worsens
these conditions. University of Zimbabwe professor
and theologian Lilian Dube-Chirairo, currently a 
visiting senior fellow at Garrett-Evangelical Theo-
logical Seminary in Evanston, brought up the land
issue in Zimbabwe, noting that the Anglican Church
has been hampered in its efforts at mediation 
because many Zimbabweans view its acquisition 
of huge tracts of land during colonialism as part of
the problem. She reported that the church now con-
siders how to deploy its institutional holdings for 
the benefit of its congregations and other sectors 
of the public in order to play a credible role in 
mediating the current conflict between European-
descended and indigenous farmers. 

As noted by Muhammed Sani Umar, 2001–02
preceptor of the Institute for the Study of Islamic
Thought in Africa, the roundtable was a unique 
occasion for scholars to learn from the collective 
experience of the visiting religious leaders. In their
capacities as teachers, Islamic scholars, pastors,
church administrators, and youth and women’s lead-
ers, they have seen the horror of brutal ethnic and
religious clashes in their states, yet each has rejected
violent retaliation and instead has forged a wide 
variety of organizations, both governmental and
nongovernmental, dedicated to conflict resolution
and to interfaith and interethnic understanding.

The Nigerian religious leaders were participat-
ing in a two-month visit (October 2–November 27,
2001) to the rural Midwest as part of a program of
the Iowa Resource for International Service (IRIS),
directed by former Iowa Lieutenant-Governor
Robert Anderson. Selected for their commitment 
to mediation and nonviolence, they are engaged in 
a pilot project in advanced mediation training that
seeks to reduce religious conflict in Kaduna and
Taraba States. As part of their program they are 
interning at mediation centers operated by United
Methodist churches and Islamic centers in Iowa. 
In addition, they are experiencing everyday life in
rural and small-town America through homestays
with Methodist and Muslim families in Iowa.

Upon their return to Nigeria the IRIS partici-
pants will continue to work with their respective 
religious communities and with the Strategic
Empowerment and Mediation Agency to provide
mediation and conflict resolution training both 
locally and elsewhere. The IRIS also will continue
to work with Nigerian partners to create a small-
grants program to fund projects that promote media-
tion and religious tolerance in the region. Further, 
it will explore the possibility of two sister-city 
relationships between Iowa communities and com-
munities in Kaduna and Taraba States. The Iowa
Conference of the Untied Methodist Church also plans
to extend its relationship with the United Methodist
Church in Nigeria.

Peacemaker’s challenge
Continued from page 1
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C A L E N D A R  O F  E V E N T S

Unless otherwise noted, all events take place at the Program of African Studies, Northwestern University, 620 Library Place, Evanston campus.

JANUARY

16 Wednesday, noon–1 p.m.
Bag lunch discussion
“How Not to Construct a Theory of Imperialism: 
The Case of David Cannadine’s Ornamentalism.”
Jeff Rice, history. 

17 Thursday, 4 p.m.
African film series
Quartier Mozart. Directed by Jean-Pierre Bekolo
(Cameroon, 1992). First of a series of films at PAS,
each preceded by an informative introduction and 
followed by open discussion. Free and open to 
the public.

18 Friday, noon–1 p.m.
Study abroad discussion series
Undergraduate students share their Africa-based
study abroad research and experiences. Subsequent
discussions in the series will be announced.

23 Wednesday, noon–1 p.m.
Bag lunch discussion
“Women Prophets in African Independent Churches
in Zimbabwe.” Lilian Dube-Chirairo, religious stud-
ies, University of Zimbabwe, and visiting senior 
fellow, Garrett-Evangelical Theological Seminary.

30 Wednesday, noon–1 p.m.
Bag lunch discussion
“La Presse dans une démocratie africaine: The 
Wal Fadjri Group and Press Freedom in Senegal.”
Mary Ebeling, Medill School of Journalism.

31 Thursday, 4 p.m.
African film series
Salut Cousin! Directed by Merzak Allouache
(Algeria, 1996).

FEBRUARY

6 Wednesday, noon–1 p.m.
Bag lunch discussion
“Envisioning Ujamaa: Art and Nationalism 
in Tanzania.” Janet Hess, art history. 

7 Thursday, 4 p.m.
African film series
Mister Johnson. Directed by Bruce Beresford 
(filmed in Nigeria, 1990). 

11 Monday, 4–5:30 p.m.
Monday Night Lecture
“Introduction to the Chad-Cameroon Oil Pipeline
Project.” Jane I. Guyer, anthropology.

13 Wednesday, noon–1 p.m.
Bag lunch discussion
“Perspectives on Palliative Care in Uganda.” 
Linda Emanuel, Buehler Center on Aging, 
McGaw Medical Center. 

20 Wednesday, noon–1 p.m.
Bag lunch discussion
“Development through Partnering in East and West
Africa.” Tom Derdak, Global Alliance for Africa.

21 Thursday, 4 p.m.
African film series
Destiny. Directed by Youssef Chahine (Egypt, 1997). 

27 Wednesday, noon–1 p.m.
Bag lunch discussion
“Arabic Language Variation: Varieties and
Perspectives in Interviews with Egyptian Native
Speakers.” Lynn Whitcomb, Program of African 
and Asian Languages.

MARCH

6 Wednesday, noon–1 p.m.
Bag lunch discussion
“Music and the Cosmopolitan Imagination in
Tanzania.” Stephen Hill, music academy studies.

7 Thursday, 4 p.m.
African film series
Hyènes. Directed by Djibril Diop-Mambety 
(Senegal, 1992). 

11 Monday, 4–5 p.m.
Monday Night Lecture
“The Roots of Ethnocentrism: The Sufi Tradition 
and the Evolution of Sudanese Identity.” Abdelwahab 
El-Affendi, Center for the Study of Democracy,
University of Westminster (U.K.), and visiting 
fellow, Institute for the Study of Islamic Thought 
in Africa.

13 Wednesday, noon–1 p.m.
Bag lunch discussion
“‘Junior Jesus’ and the Public Sphere: The Political
Spectacle of Populism and the Transition to 
Late Capital in Rawlings’s Ghana.” Jesse Shipley, 
anthropology, University of Chicago.

For a recorded announcement of upcoming events,
call the PAS Events Line at 847/491-3200; for 
more information about any listing, call PAS at
847/491-7323.


