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In many places in the Muslim 
world, including in Africa, Islam has 
become a source of identication 
for young Muslims who have been 
engaging in visible and audible 
expexpressions of public piety and 
various kinds of social, political, 
and religious activism. This work-
shop situates Muslim youths’ turn 
to religion within broader social 
processes (such as dwindling eco-
nomic opportunities, widespread 
un- and underemployment, 

political uncertainty, rapid urban-
ization, and migration) but avoids 
reductive explanations of religion 
as a response to alienation, 
poverty, or worsening social 
conditions. In papers about ordi-
nary young Muslim men and 

women, the participants show how 
the turn to Islam sometimes 
involves projects of ethical self-
fashioning and moral reform. At 
the same time, young Muslims are 
also bringing about transforma-
tions as producers as well as 

consumers of youth culture often, 
though not exclusively, centered 

on Islam. For a complete conference program visit: 
http://www.northwestern.edu/african-studies/programs_isia.html

Location:
Northwestern 
University

Program of African 
Studies Seminar 

Room
620 Lib620 Library Place
Evanston campus

FFree and open to 
the public.  For 
more information 
or directions, call 
847-491-2598 or 

email 
r-shereikis@

nonorthwestern.edu

Sponsored by:  The 
Roberta Buffett 
Center for 

International and 
CComparative Stud-
ies, the John Hun-
wick Research Fund 
(through the 

Program of African 
Studies), and the 
Department of 
Religion.
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